
Spring Valley High School Inclusion Policy 

Our Philosophy 

We believe that education is a basic human right. Furthermore we believe that all students have a desire 

to learn, and if met at their level of need and supported, will learn. We strive to provide access to 

programs that value learning diversity, and to create a school community that is inclusive and that 

celebrates and supports that diversity. In effect, all students have special needs, and deserve to be 

provided with opportunities that answer those needs. Providing these opportunities is the responsibility 

of all stakeholders in our school community including school leaders, teachers, students, and parents.   

Instructional Practices 

Spring Valley High School adheres to the special education practices outlined in the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA, 2004) and the Nevada Administrative Codes (NAC).  

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: 

IDEA is a federally mandated law that ensures all students with disabilities receive a free and 

appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. This includes access to services and 

supports required to meet all educational needs.  

Nevada Administrative Codes: 

NAC are regulations that the State of Nevada has implemented to ensure students with disabilities have 

access to a free and appropriate public education.  

Overview of CCSD Policy for Special Needs Students: 

 Service delivery for students on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is based on needs and is 

not driven solely by disability category 

 Students are placed in the least restrictive environment that will provide educational benefit. 

This is mandated in IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education  Act, 2004) and Nevada 

Administrative Codes 

 Special education teachers have the knowledge and expertise to assist classroom teachers with 

accommodations and/or modifications that may be needed for individual students 

The Clark County School District Gifted and Talented Education Program: 

This program is dedicated to maximizing the potential and meeting the exceptional educational and 

affective needs of identified gifted students from diverse populations. The CCSD provides gifted 

students with opportunities for intellectual challenge, engaging enrichments, and dynamic programming 

resulting in maximum growth. We strive to inspire creativity, passion for learning, leadership, and social 

responsibility.  

 



Identification 

Students can be referred for special education services by parents, teachers, and/or they may self-

identify. Once a student is identified and found eligible for special education services, a multi-

disciplinary team consisting of, but not limited to the student, parents, teaching staff, and a special 

education liaison will determine appropriate services and support for the student. Upon the 

determination of special education eligibility the team will develop an IEP. All teachers and staff 

members with an educational interest in the student will be provided a copy of the IEP at the start of the 

school year and at any time revisions to the IEP take place. All relevant teaching staff will collaborate 

throughout the year to ensure the needs of the student are being met in all educational settings.  

Similarly, the CCSD offers services for students identified as highly gifted. The referral process can be 

initiated by parents or teachers, and the student evaluation process is ongoing throughout their 

schooling. The CCSD provides a Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) program for students in grades K – 

5, or students can be evaluated for the Highly Gifted Program that provides services and support for 

students in grades K – 12. Status in these programs is determined using the General Ability Index, and 

measures of verbal, comprehension, visual, spatial, and fluid reasoning.  

Instructional Strategies 

As a school, our goal is to exceed the access guaranteed by federal, state and local legislation and 

programs by valuing and continually developing the following practices identified in the IB document 

Special Educational Needs within the IB Programme (2010): 

Differentiation – teachers will strive to identify the most effective strategies for each student, and 

develop learning opportunities that enable students to reach agreed upon goals.  

Affirming Identity and Building Self-esteem – teachers will work to ensure that all students feel valued in 

order to affirm their developing sense of identity and to build self-esteem. Students with a firm sense of 

identity are more confident in taking the risks necessary for successful learning.  

Valuing Prior Knowledge – teachers should assess existing knowledge, strengths, and interests prior to 

introducing a new unit of study, and then use that assessment to shape the learning processes and 

differentiation identified in the unit.  

Scaffolding – teachers will incorporate smaller steps into their learning processes so that students can 

work towards mastery at different rates while also gaining in independence. Scaffolds such as pre-

teaching, demonstrations, experiential learning, chunking information, graphic organizers can be 

utilized. 

 

 

 



Extended Learning 

We will work with the entire school community to extend learning by: 

 Creating a welcoming environment that values all student for who they are 

 Maintaining expectations that are high, but realistic 

 Listening to students and involving them in decisions that impact their success 

 Providing students opportunities to reflect on their learning 

 Usefully employing technologies that support the curriculum 

 Creating a culture of collaboration  

 Thoughtfully developing the IB Approaches to Learning  

 Creating assessments that are flexible, diverse and relevant to each learner 

Inclusion in the IB Middle Years, Diploma, and Career-related Programs 

As a school, we are committed to keeping all of our special programs, from our Career and Technical 

Education (CTE) pathways, to our IB Programs as accessible as possible. Per Clark County School District 

policy, if a student with special needs fails to qualify for any magnet program a second review of the 

student in question is mandatory and automatic. This second review includes personnel from the central 

office, an administrator from the school site, the school’s special education facilitator, and the program 

coordinator. At this time the student’s Individualized Education Program and accommodations are 

reviewed, and a determination is made as to whether the student could succeed in the program if given 

adequate support. In the case of the IBDP this also includes a review of the accommodations available 

for IB assessments. 

Conclusion 

Spring Valley High School is committed to meeting the needs of all students. By creating a school 

community that is inclusive, and that supports the diversity of all learners, we feel we can offer an 

educational opportunity that is unrivaled in the CCSD.  
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