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Grizzlies Lacrosse coach David Schnitzer speaks to Las Vegas high school lacrosse players 

before a scrimmage on Feb. 20, 2017. Professional lacrosse player Kyle Harrison, who visited 

and practiced with the team earlier in the night, stands to the left. 
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As a kid growing up, Foothill High School junior Zephram Kazimer wanted to play 
sports, but couldn’t find an outlet that suited him. He tried football but found it to be too 
physical. 
 

Weighing 300 pounds as a freshman in high school, Kazimer wasn’t exactly a 
prototypical athlete. But now, standing at 6-foot-1 he’s down to 200 pounds, serving as 
one of three co-captains for the Grizzlies – a local lacrosse team headed by Wynn 
Director of VIP Services David Schnitzer. Kazimer reached out to Schnitzer before his 
freshman season, and the rest is history. 
 

“This sport got me active and I became passionate about it,” Kazimer said. “I don’t have 
to hit people like in football. I just get hit, and that’s okay with me.” 
“I was a little chubbier back then, but the coaches made me condition myself,” he 
added. “I’m more of a leader now and this team has made me really like fitness.” 
 

Kash Jenkins plays wide receiver for Spring Valley High School’s football team, but 
picked up lacrosse two years ago as a way to stay in shape during the offseason. A 
one-time captain for the Grizzlies, Jenkins, 17 and now a junior, said he joined the team 
after just a few practices because of the sport’s shared techniques with football that also 
help him on the gridiron. 
 

“Lacrosse is physical and it’s really fast” he said. “We have people of all skill levels, and 
we all work 100 percent.” 
 

Kazimer and Jenkins are two of about 22 Las Vegas Valley high school students hoping 
to take their next steps in sports – and life – under Schnitzer, an eight-year Las Vegas 
resident who joined the team’s coaching staff with his brother, Bryan, in 2012. A former 
college lacrosse player at the University of Illinois, Schnitzer said students valley-wide – 
from Henderson to North Las Vegas – have joined his team over the past six years. 
In serving as the team’s coaches, Schnitzer and his brother – both in their 30s – use 
positive reinforcement to mentor their players, which include students from both higher-
end neighborhoods and those in Clark County’s foster care system. 
 

“Lacrosse isn’t just a rich kid sport,” said Schnitzer, who works as Director of Customer 
Development for the Wynn Las Vegas. “All of our players can be successful by learning 
the values of respect and good communication.” 
 

Lacrosse-playing experience among players on this year’s Grizzlies team ranges from 
just weeks to seven years, all levels of which the Schnitzer brothers say they enjoy 



coaching. Since they started with the Grizzlies, the number of lacrosse teams in the 
state has also increased – from eight teams in 2012 to 22 teams this season. 
 

“A lot of these kids are looking for community and male role models in their life,” 
Schnitzer said. “And more young men, not just with our team, are finding that with 
lacrosse.” 
 

Schnitzer has developed six college lacrosse athletes with the Grizzlies. They are now 
current or former players for club teams from UNLV to UNR and NAIA schools, like 
Missouri Baptist University. As many as four current players on the Grizzlies’ roster 
want to take the step to collegiate lacrosse in the future. 
 

Team goalie Zack Rasmussen is one such Grizzlies player. Just a sophomore, 
Rasmussen is already a top-ranked keeper in Nevada according recruiting site Hudl. 
Also a star on Spring Valley’s cross-country team, Rasmussen has been playing 
lacrosse for six years, since the ripe age of 10. 
 

“This team has helped me meet a bunch of different kids from different schools,” said 
Rasmussen, a Grizzlies co-captain. “It has helped me branch out and learn to be a 
leader.” 
 

Schnitzer credits his players’ success to a developed love for lacrosse and comradery 
learned through playing with the Grizzlies. Though the majority of his players will not go 
on to play lacrosse in college, he hopes all players find an outlet with his team. 
 

“At the end of the day, it’s about giving the guys an outlet and structure,” Schnitzer said. 
“We’re here to grow together and have fun at the same time.” 
 


