
By Landon Pham

With three weeks left of 
high school, seniors Mor-
gan Baumann and Guada-
lupe Gomez-Navarro are 
anxiously awaiting the year 
to be over so their valedic-
torian status can become 
official. Valedictorian is 
awarded to the student 
with the highest grade 
point average (GPA). This 
year, both reached the 
maximum 4.8. 

As a freshman, Morgan 
Baumann never planned 
on becoming valedicto-
rian. After his first semester, 
however, he ended up with 
straight A’s, and ranked as 
number two in his class. 
When his sophomore 
year started, Baumann 
developed a mindset to 
get straight A’s for the rest 
of high school. A few times, 
Baumann said, he had to 
work extra hard in the sec-
ond quarter after earning a 
‘B’ in his first to maintain his 
‘A’ for the semester.

“At some point you just 
have to take priority in things 
and develop an obligation 

for yourself, so you can get 
the work done,” he said of 
his dedication.

At the beginning of his se-
nior year, Baumann had four 
Advanced Placement  (AP) 
classes. Though already 
busy, when his art teacher 
offered him the opportunity 
to take AP 3D Studio Art, he 
couldn’t refuse. Although he 
had an immense amount of 
work being thrown at him, 
he agreed. 

The task of taking five AP 
classes and extracurriculars 
was no easy feat. Many 
nights, Baumann wondered 
how he would get through 
his work after such long 
days. With the right mind-
set, however, he powered 
through.

Baumann’s teachers 
agreed that he is deserving 
of valedictorian largely be-
cause of his good behavior 
and participating in class.

“[He was] Probably one 
of the best students I ever 
had,” said physics teacher 
Steven Jacobson. “Always 
does what he’s told and 
gets his work done.” 

After graduation, Bau-

mann is thinking about 
going into industry and en-
gineering at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas. To 
prepare, Baumann became 
a founding member of the 
Spring Valley robotics team. 
At the same time, he has 
been working on computer 
graphic programs and mak-
ing art. 

Throughout his years at 
Spring Valley he has won 
many awards such as, the 
Voice CCSD Art, Scholas-
tic Art in writing, Create 
Award, and Nevada’s Best 
Robotics.

When Gomez-Navarro 
first started high school, 
she said it was hard for 
her to manage time. With 
after school activities and 
keeping up with her honors 
classes, it seemed like there 
was always something to 
do. As a student athlete, 

it was overwhelming to try 
and keep up her grades, 
but Gomez-Navarro never 
gave up. Today, she looks 
back at those times and is 
glad that she learned how 
to manage her time better 
both for her title as Valedic-
torian and the real world.

“I probably wouldn’t be 
as accomplished as I am 
if it wasn’t for this strategy 
that I gained,” said Gomez-
Navarro.

Teachers say that she is a 
top-notch student and has a 
great work ethic in class.

“She does everything 
she could possibly do to 
be successful,” said AP 
Government teacher Sandra 
Thornton.

Gomez-Navarro is 
involved in many extracur-
ricular activities such as, 
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Seniors awarded $3.1 million in scholarships

Two valedictorian candidates named for 2016 school year
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Valedictorian candidates Guadalupe Gomez-Navarro 
(left) and Morgan Baumann (right) show off their great-
est achievements from their high school careers.

Prom king 
and queen
to receive 
scholarship

By Nikki Malkus

With flashing lights, 
mysterious masks, and 
flashy outfits, this year’s 
Masquerade Prom is the 
night to dress up and 
celebrate the final days 
of high school. For the 
first time ever, students 
running for Prom King 
or Queen will have the 
opportunity to nominate 
themselves and receive a 
scholarship.

Prom will be held from 7 
p.m. to 10 p.m. on May 21 
at Panos Hall. Tickets are 
on sale for $40, and can 
be purchased at the door 
for $45.

Typical of prom night 
festivities, there will be 
a DJ, photographer and 
snacks for students to 
enjoy while they dance 
away one of the most 
memorable night of their 
lives.

According to Student 
Council advisor Amy 
Langhorst, this will be the 
first year that students are 
able to nominate them-
selves for Prom King or 
Queen. Clubs and teams 
will also submit nomina-
tions, like in previous 
years. 

In order to be nominat-
ed, all candidates must 
write an essay on what it 
means to have “success 
with honor and spirit,” 
– the motto of Spring Val-
ley. For the first time, the 
winners of Prom King and 

See PROM Page 4

By Zach Oliver
 
As the end of the school year approaches, 

so does the long-awaited graduation ceremony 
— the culmination of success for this year’s 
seniors. This year, Spring Valley High School 
is expected to have its highest graduation 
rate in school history --  85 percent.. Perhaps 
even more impressively, this year’s seniors 
have been awarded more than $3,125,000 in 
scholarship money, which is higher than the 

past three years. 
According to senior Advancement Via Indi-

vidual Determination (AVID) teacher Angelica 
Strong, the improvement can be largely attrib-
uted to AVID. 

“Through the increase in AVID senior enroll-
ment, our scholarships and graduation rates 
have gone up,” said Strong.

The scholarships awarded allow students to at-
tend a wide variety of colleges. Outside of Nevada, 
many SV seniors have committed to universities 

including the University of Arizona, Southern Utah 
University, and, Arizona State University. 

“Everybody should look at themselves and be 
proud,”  said Senior Class Advisor Ms. Deborah 
Whitt. “AVID is a validation of who we are and 
what we do.” 

This year, SV students have been accepted 
into more than 56 unique colleges and univer-
sities. Along with college admissions, come 

“At some point you just have to 
take priority in things and develop 

an obligation for yourself.”
—Morgan Baumann

See VALEDICTORIAN Page 4

See SENIORS Page 4



By Brenda Dorantes 

Since Spring Valley 
opened in 2004, the school 
has always used a por-
tion of the money raised 
from the Student Store to 
fund scholarships. When 
Principal Larnerd arrived 
at SV in 2014, however, 
he began working with the 
Public Education Founda-
tion (PEF) to bring more 
structure and diversity to 
the school’s scholarship 
programs. This year, SV will 
offer seven scholarships for 
its students, and will give 
them access to dozens of 
others through the PEF.

Now under the umbrella 
of the PEF, the school is 
also able to be more con-
sistent in choosing scholar-
ship recipients. The school 
now has a committee that 
includes the sports staff, li-
censed people, counselors 
and him to go through each 

application. 
 “Students can go online 

and formally apply and 
upload information whether 
if it’s a transcript, essay 
or resume,” said Principal 
Larnerd of the process. 

The PEF will hold a lunch 
to recognize all scholarship 
winners. 

 According to Principal 
Larnerd, grades, com-
munity volunteer work, par-
ticipating in extracurricular 
activities and strong writing 
are the key components 
to a strong scholarship 
application. But rather than 
waiting until senior year to 
worry about awards, it’s 
important to begin partici-
pating in freshman year. 

The scholarships that the 
school provides include the 
Millennium Scholarship, 
Athlete Of The Year, Coun-
selors Award, Principal’s 
Award for this year’s two 
Valedictorians, Success 

with Honor and Spirit and 
Community Service. 

 Last year the school 
offered 10 scholarships. 
This year only seven are 
available because 3 of 

the scholarships required 
students to identify with a 
specific gender.

“We didn’t want to put 
some students in the 
position where they had to 

apply to be either the boy 
or the girl recipient. Every-
one is equally competing 
regardless of what gender 
the student identifies with,” 
said principal Larnerd. 

By Anyssa Acosta

Graduating seniors will 
have the opportunity to 
participate in the school’s 
second annual Gradwalk 
starting at 12:16 on Mon-
day May 23. The Gradwalk 
is an event meant to honor 
seniors for their four years 
of hard work, and give them 
an opportunity to showcase 
the many awards and 
achievements they have 
received for everyone in 
the school to see. Partici-
pating seniors are asked to 
wear their cap and gown, 
cords, stoles or any other 
medals and honors they 
have received during their 
years in high school.

“When I came to the 
school during the 2014-
2015 school year, I noticed 
that the school didn’t have 
any special traditions,” said 
Principal Tam Larnerd. “I 
thought it would be a good 
idea to add Gradwalk to the 
list.”

This year, Larnerd said 
he expects to have the 
highest graduation rate in 
Spring Valley history, and 
has a goal of reaching 85 
percent. With more stu-
dents at SV this year, and a 
higher percent graduating, 
the Gradwalk will no doubt-
edly grow.

“I want all seniors to be 
able to participate in Grad-
walk,” said Larnerd. “After 

this I want to see everyone 
walk on Graduation holding 
that Diploma.”

Senior Raven Bierlein 
said that she is excited for 

the Gradwalk and looking 
forward to celebrating all 
of her accomplishments at 
SV.

“I’m a senior and the 

best thing I know that will 
benefit others is passing 
down knowledge I have 
received from teachers 
here,” explained Bierlein.

As Gradwalk gets closer 
she is excited that her hard 
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Second annual GradWalk to celebrate seniors

Block Schedule to bring new teachers, classes

Student store provides funds for senior scholarships

By Angelica Marroquin

Big changes are ahead 
for the 2016- 2017 school 
year as Spring Valley pre-
pares to become an official 
International Baccalaure-
ate school. These changes 
will include the switch to an 
8-period block schedule, 
more than 10 new elective 
classes, and combining  
both lunches at the end of 
the school day.

Students currently attend 
six classes that last 52 min-
utes each day. The block 
schedule will modify stu-

dent’s schedules by having 
them attend four classes 
each day. Students will at-
tend each class every other 
day. Classes are expected 
to last about 85 minutes.

 The change is meant to 
help students, both magnet 
and non-magnet, take more 
classes during their time in 
high school. Starting next 
year, students enrolled 
in the IB program will be 
required to take six core 
classes each year. Aside 
from the standard core 
classes that all students 
take, IB students will also 

need a visual or perform-
ing art, an IB elective, a 
foreign language credit for 
all four years, and Theory 
of Knowledge (TOK) for 
two years. TOK studies 
the nature of knowledge 
and how we know what we 
claim to know. Adding two 
periods to the schedule 
allows students to meet 
these requirements and 
participate in electives.

“It’s better, students will 
have more time to learn,” 
said IB Coordinator Tony 
Gebbia. “They can get a 
better understanding of 

what’s being taught.”
The switch to an 8-period 

schedule also gives seniors 
the opportunity to have a 
shortened school day.

“If seniors worked hard 
the previous years, they 
could probably leave after 
their second class,” said 
Mr. Gebbia, noting that 
if a student is not credit 
deficient they do not need 
additional classes to 
receive a regular high 
school diploma. 

 In order to graduate, stu-
dents must acquire at least 
22 credits. With the new 

8-period schedule, how-
ever, students have the op-
portunity to receive a total 
of 32 credits in four years. 
Most students graduating 
in 2017 will have earned 
18 credits already, and 
will only need to take four 
classes their senior year.

 Underclassmen will also 
have the ability to leave 
early. The new schedule 
means that lunch will be 
served at the end of the 
day from 12:45 to 1:16. 

See BLOCK Page 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. LISA KEITH
Spring Valley seniors prepare for the first annual graduation walk on May 26, 2015. This new tradition celebrates soon-
to-graduate students and by allowing them to parade through the school and show off their many accomplishments with 
cords, medallions and other commemorative graduation accessories.

See GRADWALK Page 4

PHOTO BY LANDON  PHAM
Spring Valley students purchase snacks from the student store at lunch. Proceeds from 
the store are used to fund senior scholarships.



By Ruben Oesterling

From her 12 years as a 
teacher at Spring Valley 
High school to her most 
recent nomination for the 

Myra Greenspun Teacher 
of Excellence Award, Ms. 
Deborah Whitt says her 
inspiration and motivation 
to do good all boils down 
to one thing: being inspired 

by her parents.
In Nazi Germany, Ms. 

Whitt’s mom, Gertrud 
Delrogh, often hid Jewish 
citizens in her cellar and 
would sneak them to the 

border of Switzerland to 
freedom. Having survived 
the war and the bombings 
that destroyed her fam-
ily business in Ulm, Gertrud 
eventually made her way to 
the United States in 1952. 
The first thing she did 
when she became a U.S. 
citizen was vote, a right she 
appreciated since it was 
denied to her as a young 
adult coming of age in Nazi 
Germany.

Though Ms. Whitt did not 
quite follow her mother’s 
footsteps as a liberator, she 
decided to contribute to her 
community by teaching. 

“It really made me realize 
what life was about,” Ms. 
Whitt explained.

Ever since, she has been 
expanding student minds 
in the world of literature and 
philosophy, helping them to 
read in-between the lines 
of literature here at Spring 
Valley High School.

“I’ve never learned more 
from a class,” said Anthony 
Lee, a senior in Ms. Whitt’s 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
English and Literature class. 

Lee explained that Whitt’s 
class was incredibly practi-
cal, and that she has a very 
unique style of teaching.

 “In a way it feels like 
college, not as much as a 
regular high school class,” 
Lee said. 

Lee noted that Ms. Whitt 
often makes students talk 
about what they read and 
analyze to find a deeper 
message. 

Throughout her journey 
Ms. Whitt said she remem-
bers what her parents 
taught her growing up: to 
have faith in her fellow men 
and that education is very 
important. The death of 
her mother four years ago 
made Ms. Whitt realize that 
she wanted to help people 

even more. She decided 
to start the Gertrud Del-
rogh Scholarship, naming 
the scholarship after her 
mother. The scholarship 
requirements include writ-
ing an essay on how one 
will utilize the scholarship 
to aid society, sustaining 
a GPA of at least 2.8 and 
declaring a major in Liberal 
Arts.

Ms. Whitt welcomes all 
seniors in Clark County 
School District (CCSD) to 
apply for the scholarship.

“I hope that a student 
from Spring Valley can win 
the scholarship this year,” 
Ms. Whitt said.

Even though there have 
been no winners from 
Spring Valley High School, 
winners from other schools 
in CCSD have gone on to 
accomplish great things. 
One senior designed a 
water system for women 
and children living in parts 
of South Africa. Another 
senior started her own 
Women’s Rights group in 
Central America. These 
seniors took courses with 
Ms. Whitt’s scholarship 
in college and went into 
the world to make a differ-
ence. The Gertrud Delrogh 
scholarship was created to 
encourage up-standers. 

“It takes a courageous 
person to stand up for 
what is right and education 
informs us in mainly those 
very difficult, but necessary 
choices,” she said.

Whitt also believes that 
literature and education 
can solve a lot of the 

world’s problems.  With 
literature, students read 
about the hardships that 
people endure under harsh 
situations, like “The Diary 
of Anne Frank,” and then 
use education to find ways 
of preventing or fixing the 
issues of any given society 
she said.

Whitt passionately 
explained that the world 
would be a dark, horrible 
and an isolated place if we 
did not have education. In a 
way, she said, education is 
like the sun. Just how plants 
receive their nutrients from 
the sun, education gives 
people the light to see how 
the world really is and the 
never-ending possibilities 
of what it could be.

Ms. Whitt is the English 
Department Chair at Spring 
Valley High School and 
she holds degrees in both 
English and Philosophy. 
Whitt has received the 
Distinguished Star Award 
from CCSD, the National 
Senatorial Recognition 
for implementing the first 
student-staffed Writing Cen-
ter at a high school in the 
Western United States and 
the Clark County Education 
Association (CCEA) Equity 
and Diversity Award for her 
outstanding work with stu-
dents, among many others. 

“Life becomes that much 
richer when we learn to 
step outside of ourselves, 
and give back to others. It 
really is a beautiful thing, 
you know, it’s what makes 
life so grand in so many 
ways,” Ms. Whitt said. 
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Whitt inspired by mother’s bravery in Nazi Germany

PHOTO COURTESY OF MS. DEBORAH WHITT
Senior English teacher Deborah Whitt discusses a student essay analyzing Holocaust Lit-
erature. Ms. Whitt is actively involved in the Always Remember Institute, an organization 
that encourages students to read and analyze Holocaust literature.

“Life becomes that much richer 
when we learn to step outside 

ourselves and give back to others.” 
— Ms. Deborah Whitt

Three SV teachers nominated for Heart of Education award
By Sara Moore and 

Richelle Bloor

The Heart of Education 
award is presented to 
teachers who are exem-
plary of the hard work and 
passion it takes to educate 
today’s students. From 
late nights awake grading 
papers, to capturing the 
attention of hundreds of 
adolescents a day, this 
award is given to the most 
dedicated and driven of 
teachers. It is with great 
honor that three of Spring 
Valley’s own have been 
nominated for the award. 
Dance teacher Jeanine 
Collins, Social studies 
teacher Jill Jaeger, and art 
teacher Victoria Franklin-
Dillon, were the finalists 
recognized by the Smith’s 
Center for Performing Arts. 

In order to be nominated 
or considered as a finalist, 
teachers must first have a 
letter of recommendation 
that reflects the personal 
and professional qualities 
of the teacher. 

Ms. Jaeger, who cur-
rently teaches 11th grade 
US History, was nominated 
by Principal Tam Larnerd. 
Collins was nominated 
by Dean Ian Salzman, 
and Franklin-Dillon was 
nominated by Spring Valley 

student Jose Cervantes. 
The letter written by 

Larnerd and qualities of 
Ms. Jaeger show that she is 
not only great at what she 
does, but that she cares for 
her students as well.

“I love the diversity in the 
school… We have over 30 
languages, I love all of the 
cultural difference,” said 
Jaeger of the campus.

Jaeger was not the only 
one of the teachers to men-
tion Spring Valley’s diver-
sity. Through the rebranded 
dance company, Mrs. 
Collins continues to motivate 
students to express their 
individuality. Collins said 
she hopes to teach students 
how to express their diversity 
through the art of movement.

“I’m good with build-
ing relationships with 
students,” said Collins. “I 
want to transform them into 
a better version of themse
lves.”                                                

Of the many teachers 
nominated, 20 finalists will 
be chosen and awarded 
$5,000 for their classroom. 

A sincere Franklin- Dil-
lon spoke about what 
exactly she would do with 
the money,

“I want to use the money to 
put in a scholarship so that 
AP students will be able to 
take the AP test,” she said. 

“Those are so expensive.”
If she does win, the Spring 

Valley art department will 
be forever changed.

 Ruth Rodriguez an AP art 

student has seen first hand 
Frankilin- Dillions effort,

 “She inspires us, tells us 
that we can accomplish so 
much when it comes to the 

test.” 
Though each teacher 

was nominated and chosen 
as a finalist  and use the 
award in different ways, 

there’s no doubt that they 
all have one thing in com-
mon. Their love, passion, 
and devotion to Spring 
Valley and its students.  

PHOTOS BY SARA MOORE & AMAI MIMS
Three teachers at Spring Valley were nominated as finalists in the Heart of Education Awards. Jill Jaeger (history), Victoria 
Franklin-Dillon (art), and Jeanine Collins (dance) all hope to be among the final 20 chosen throughout the district.
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If students don’t want to 
stay, they can leave cam-
pus once lunch starts. This 
privilege does not apply to 
those who need to ride the 
bus. Busses will still leave 
at 1:20.

 Although lunch is 
scheduled at the end of 
the day, students will have 
a nutrition break between 

their second and third 
periods. It is expected to 
last about 10 minutes and 
will allow students to grab 
a snack if they are feeling 
hungry before lunch.

“I think we might have 
small issues with lunch 
being at the end of the 
day but it will work out 
eventually. The classes 
will be great for kids who 
want to try something new,” 
said freshman Matthew 
Navarret.

 The school also plans 
on offering many new 
elective courses includ-
ing: Classical Logic and 
Rhetoric, Contemporary 
Literature, Imaginative 
Writing, Mythology and 
Folklore, French, History 
of Popular Music, Intro to 
Shakespeare, Flex and 
Tone, and Functional Fit-
ness.

“I’m going to be teaching 
a class about dystopian 
novels. It’s going to be 

fun. We’re going to be 
looking at novels like The 
Hunger Games, Divergent, 
and a few earlier ones,” 
said English teacher Tara 
Verderosa about her new 
class.

More class periods 
and a student population 
increase of about 200 also 
means the school  will hire 
about 20 new teachers, 
who will start at Spring Val-
ley next year, according to 
Larnerd. 

work is being rewarded. 
Her key advice to under-
classmen is not to miss 
too many days of school 
and fall behind. 

“Your high school is like 
a ball game, you get 3 
balls as steps to success, 
2 strikes as warnings 
that last strike or ball can 
change your entire expe-
rience to see if you can 
graduate,” said Bierlein, 
likening graduation to 
her experiences on the 
softball field.

Senior Raheem Ed-
monds sees Gradwalk as 
a chance for everyone to 
acknowledge who he is. 
Edmonds admitted that 
the best part of the Grad-
walk is the attention.

“Doesn’t matter how 
hard you work. Put your 
grind in the game, get 
involved, show yourself 
off because it’s all about 
carrying yourself as a 
brand,” said Edmonds.

While he is excited to 
see people watch him, 
he just wants it to be over 
with it so he can travel on 
with success. According 
to Edmonds he wants to 
pass down intelligence, 
wisdom, and his blessings.

Senior Maddie Macove 
said she also likes the 
new tradition at the 
school because it shows 
who works hard and who 
doesn’t. Macove believes 
it is the best way other 
than graduation to end 
the school year because 
you’re only a senior once 
in high school.

“Being able to partici-
pate is an amazing feeling 
but when you fall no one is 
going to be there to help 
you, it’s your job to pull 
yourself out of that mess. 
Take charge in your life 
and your success,” said. 
Macove.

Following the Gradwalk, 
the official graduation 
ceremony will take place 
at 6 p.m. May 16 at the 
Orleans Arena. About 340 
seniors are expected to 
graduate this year. 

Gradwalk
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF MRS. LISA KEITH
Seniors from the 2014-15 school participate in the first annual Gradwalk. This tradition was started as a way to honor 
seniors for their dedication to high school, and show underclassmen the types of awards that can be received for gradu-
ation.

Block
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Prom
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

time. Although she holds 
strong to this ritual, Hood 
knows that it’s never time 
to get comfortable in the 
game.

“Each and every game I 
pitch I try to do better than 
my last performance,” she 
said. “I want other teams to 
not like hitting against me.”

Hood is a hard worker 
not only on the field but 
off the field as well. Hood 
plans on graduating with 
a 3.5 grade point average 

and continue to excel in 
college. 

“I was choosing between 
Montana and San Jose 
State, I choose Montana 
because I wanted to go 
somewhere where it’s cold 
and I wanted to remain a 
Grizzly,” said Hood of her 
decision. 

Hood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Queen will also receive a 
scholarship.

“You should definitely go 
to prom!” said Langhorst,  
“You only get a one time 
chance. Just be safe, don’t 
drink and drive. Make good 
choices and have fun!” 

Many seniors said prom 
is something they’ve been 

looking forward to for 
years.

“I am excited for prom. 
The money spent is going 
to be a little stressful but it’s 
gonna be a great experi-
ence,” said senior Tasia 
Prather. “I think prom is kind 
of like saying goodbye to all 
my friends because it is at 
the end of the year.” 

“I’m hoping for prom to 
be a memorable night with 
all my close friends,” said 
senior Marcus Dawson.

varsity tennis, track and 
field, National Honor Soci-
ety, Mu Alpha Theta, and 
the Senior Committee. She 
has been accepted to both 
UNLV and UNR (University 
Nevada, of Reno), but has 
decided on UNLV. 

Gomez-Navarro said her 
goal after high school is to 
go to medical school and 
accomplish her dream of 
becoming a nurse. Gomez-
Navarro’s outstanding 
achievements have won her 
many awards including: the 
All State Academic Player 
for Tennis, Female Scholar  
Athlete of the Year, SVHS 

Senior Scholar Athlete, and 
the SVHS Tennis MVP. She 
also has been nominated for 
scholarships such as the Las 
Vegas Sun Standout Awards 
scholarships and academic 
scholarships from UNLV that 
will grant her $1,800.

Although both seniors 
have been told they could 
get into more prestigious 
colleges, both chose to go 
to UNLV to save money in 
the long run.

“I would pick anything so 
that I wouldn’t be in debt,” 
Gomez-Navarro said jok-
ingly of her decision.

Going to UNLV allows 
both students to collect 
the Millenium Scholarship, 
which is only awarded to 
students who attend a Ne-

vada college or university.
Baumann agreed that 

UNLV would give him 
the education he needed 
without putting him in un-
necessary debt.

“The biggest thing was 
money,” Baumann explained 
of his decision.  “A lot of poeple 
always told me you should go 
to a better school, but looking 
into it, they all say they’ll pay 
for it even if you have debt. 
You can take out loans. But 
I did some research and a 
bunch of people, especially 
at Stanford, said people are 
still walking out of school with 
hundreds and thousands of 
dollars in debt.”

Both are excited to 
move forward as Rebels at 
UNLV.

Valedictorian
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LIFE TOUCH
Seniors Morgan Bauman and Guadalupe Gomez-Navarro have been recognized as the 
two valedictorian candidates for the 2015-16 school year. Both have 4.8 grade point 
averages.

Seniors
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

many big scholarships 
including $184,200 to 
American University in 
Washington DC, $124,276 
to Tuskegee University, and 
a $104,000 scholarship to 
Albright College. However, 
there have been several 
students with scholarships 
exceeding $60,000. 

“Our school is beginning 
to look a lot better than what 
is was in previous years,” 
Marilee Botus, college and 
career counselor for SVHS 
commented on this year’s 
progress. Some seniors 
in particular have gotten 
multiple scholarships.

The percent of seniors 
on track to graduate is also 
ahead of what it was last 
year at this time, largely 
due to more participa-
tion in APEX, the online 
credit retreival program. 
Last year, only 770 APEX 
courses were completed, 
compared to over 850 cur-
rently this year. 

With Principal Tam Larnerd 
more motivated than ever, 

he is pushing students and 
staff to do their best to reach 
graduation, what he calls 
“the north star.” 

“I know we are definitely 
on track of accomplishing 
our goal for this school 
year,” Mr. Larnerd said. 
“We are absolutely on an 
upward trajectory.”

 Aside from accomplish-
ing the highest graduation 
rate in school history, many 
students have achieved 
their own goals in their last 
year of high school. 

Senior Katherine Reed, 
was one of those students. 
Reed has been accepted 
into 10 colleges including 
Oregon State University, 
the University of Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa, Renseelaer 
Polytechnic Institute and Vir-
ginia State. With a weighted 
GPA of 4.55, 

After graduation, she 
plans on attending Rens-
selear Polytechnic Institute 
with her $40,000 a year 
scholarship to major in 
nuclear engineering. She 
credits her success to the 
extracurricular activities she 
is involved in. “I would not 
be inspired to achieve all 
of this without the activities 

I am involved in,” Kat Reed 
said, crediting Model United 
Nations, National Honors 
Society, and AVID for her 
success. 

Outside of academics, 
many SV students have 
been recognized with 
athletic  scholarships and 
awards. Michaela Hood, 
Raven Bierlien, and Sahana 
Bojorquez were among 
many who committed to 
playing college sports on a 
scholarship.

“Spring Valley is booming 
with exposure of talent,” 
said Athletic Director Wil-
liam Hemberger. “I’m really 
excited to be part of it here 
at Spring Valley.”

Athletes Kayla Harris (bas-
ketball), Essence Booker 
(basketball), Christopher 
Zimmerman (tennis) and 
Samantha Meyers  (soccer) 
were nominated for the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal Best 
of Nevada Preps award. 
Madison Macove was nomi-
nated as citizen of the year 
by the Las Vegas Sun.

Baseball player Nick 
Rupp was also nominated 
as a finalist for Gatorade 
Player of the Year — a first 
for a Spring Valley athlete.
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Vote in the next election, complaining is not an option
As Millennials we are 

often thought of as lethargic 
and passive –not only to the 
problems of the world, but 
the politics of our country. 
While intelligent debate 
from Millennials litters on-
line message boards, their 
participation in the election 
process is hampered by 
their refusal to participate 
in the real world. This mis-
conception of Millennials 
can and should be negated 
by participation in the 2016 
presidential election. 

Millennials are classified 
as those between the ages 
of 14 to 35. In 2012, a mere 
26 percent of Millennials 
voted in the presidential 
election.  But while this 
seems like a large portion of 
the population, the amount 
of Millennials participating 
in elections both on the 
local and federal level is 
staggeringly low. Not only 
are Millennials wasting their 
chance to have a voice, they 
are proving the aforemen-
tioned stereotypes. While 

Millennials do care about 
the issues of the country, 
voting is an essential step 
to fixing these issues that 
many Millennials are not 
involved in, but should be. 

And Millennials have ev-
ery right and need to vote: 
they are suffering.  Forty 
percent of Millennials are 
unemployed, and the job 
market is more competitive 
than it’s ever been. The 
average college debt for a 
millennial is $33,000, while 
the average income-per-
home has remained the 
same since 1999, accord-
ing to the Huffington Post. 

With less employment 
opportunities Millennials 
are having children at the 
average age of 30, and 47 
percent of millennial wom-
en are having children in 
non marital circumstances. 
Millennials are also report-
ing the highest levels of 
clinical stress, anxiety and 
depression than any other 
generation of the same 
age. Though we are facing 

these many hardships, we 
are the least represented 
generation in terms of voter 
turnout. 

Young Millennials, par-
ticularly those currently 
in high school, will be af-
fected tremendously by 
the policies currently being 
discussed by presidential 
candidates. Tuition and 
debt free college has been 
a hot topic for Bernie Sand-
ers this election year, as are 
his plans to stop the federal 
government from making 
profit on student loans, sub-
sequently cutting student 
loan interest rates. 

Regardless of your sup-
port of this policy, this will 
directly impact many Millen-
nials own loan payments, 
opportunities and possibly 
taxes.

In Nevada, Sanders is 
favored 6 to 1 over Hilary 
Clinton. Nevada voters ages 
65 and up favor Clinton 5 to 
1. Droves of Generation X 
voters came to caucus and 
voted, making up a total of 

10 percent more than their 
actual voting population. 
Millennials showed up 7 
percent less than both baby 
boomers and Generation X 
members. 

Millennials have the 
choice to cast their ballot 
and change the politics of 
their country. As the largest 
and most diverse genera-
tion in United States’ history, 
we have the responsibility 
to guide our country in a 
way that benefits its major-
ity, and not its minority, as 
the baby boomers have 
done on various occasions. 

Being the newest gen-
eration eligible to vote, 
it’s time to take the wheel 
and make decisions for 
our nation to help better 
the country and lives that 
American citizens live. 
Millennials have a voice, 
and exercising our right 
to vote will disband the 
stereotypes of our genera-
tion, and help to make an 
impact that will truly affect 
all of us in a positive way. 

STAFF EDITORIAL

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY ASHLEND LAPARRA
With the 2016 Presidential Election around the corner, many teenagers have taken to the Internet to voice their opinions. 
While Millennials show they care online, they fail to caucus or participate in both federal and local elections.

Too busy to vote? Too busy to complain

YEARBOOKS ON SALE
Yearbooks can be purchased at the banker for $90. Cash or credit cards are accepted, 

but please no personal checks. Yearbooks will be distributed on May 17. Get yours today 
before they sell out!

For the first time, the SV yearbook will include access to many video highlights from the 
past year through the Aurasma app!

By Nikki Malkus

Throughout high school you will go through 
struggles that will make you feel as if your entire 
world is crashing down. It might have to do with 

keeping your grades up, staying focused, fitting in, 
relationships, studying or even making new friends. 
Remember that no matter what, all the things that 
you feel are falling apart, are just temporary. You 

have to be willing to always recognize the ambition 
you have in yourself. 

I have learned as a senior, that you have to 
worry about YOU. Place your focus on yourself and 
remember that it is okay to be selfish when it comes 

to your education. High school is definitely full of 
surprises and you will learn a lot about yourself and 
the people you surround yourself with. Even though 
graduation is just a couple of years away, don’t feel 
pressured to “know who you really are.” You have 
your whole life ahead of you to experience new 

things and explore before you know who you really 
are. 

If I could give any underclassman advice on high 
school, it would be to come to school every day! 
Attendance has a huge impact on your educa-
tion. Even if you write 100 notes to excuse your 
absences, you’re not getting your class lesson 

back. Missing out on school can drop your grades 
in the blink of an eye, and it will all fly by so fast that 

it won’t even be worth it to miss out on that much 
school. 

In my opinion, joining a sport or club is a great way 
to keep your grades up and stay motivated. Not only 

does it help keep your grades up, but it helps with 
social skills. If you feel that you’re having a hard time 

fitting in or making friends, joining a sport/club will 
help you meet new people who you have things in 

common with. Although students will have problems 
with other students and there will be DRAMA. 

Remember, all the drama and the issues you face 
with your peers won’t matter in 5 years. If you’re 

having an issue with another student, and it’s getting 
to the point to where you can’t even focus anymore, 

bring it to someone’s attention. It’s not worth it to 
take everything into your hands when you have no 

control over what any other students say or do.  

In all honestly when you go off to college or move 
on with your life you’re going to look back at it and 
miss how many amazing memories you really did 

have. High school teaches you a lot and I just wish I 
could tell every teen to really enjoy these years! The 
four years will go by so fast. Forget the drama, study 
hard, make good choices, get involved and remem-

ber have fun!  This is the easy part. Remember 
we’re all so young, enjoy it while it last.

Sincerely, 
Senior Nikki Malkus

Enjoy high school while it lasts, 
you only get one opportunity

WORDS OF WISDOM
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Rachet & Clank not adapted well to screen
By Ashlend Laparra

Those interested in 
Ratchet and Clank ought 
to pick up the game and 
experience the joy of an 
amazingl- crafted, hilari-
ous 3D-platformer instead 
of watching its jumbled 
and sloppy “adaptation” 
that was released to the 
big screen on April 29. 
Ratchet and Clank is an 
animated comedy and 
action adventure that 
brings neither engaging 
action nor more than a 
small chuckle throughout 
its 94-minute runtime. 
What Ratchet and Clank 
does prove is that video 
games may never quite 
be adaptable for the big 
screen. After this attempt, 
Hollywood should throw in 
the towel and call it quits.

Ratchet (James Arnold 
Taylor) is the last of the 
Lombax, an adorable, 
cat-like alien species, who 
dreams of more than be-
ing a mechanic. Instead, 
he dreams of being an 
intergalactic hero. His 
prayers are answered 
when Clank (David Kaye) 
a defect kill-bot lands on 
Planet Veldin. Together, 
they must defeat the evil 
Chairman Drek (Paul Gia-
matti) and save the galaxy 
from being destroyed. The 
classic intergalactic good 
vs. evil showdown ensues. 

Sound Familiar? Both 
Ratchet and Clank and A 
New Hope from the Star 
Wars trilogy share almost 
completely identical plots. 
The lack of originality pre-
sented is both frustrating 
and ridiculous. 

Both David Kaye and 
James Arnold Taylor 
reprise their roles as the 
wacky duo of Ratchet 
and Clank, and for fans 
of the series, this is a 
nice addition to the movie 
and a smart move by the 
producers. David Kaye’s 
role is particularly enjoy-
able, and makes an easy 
transition from the games 
to a full-length feature film. 
The same sadly cannot 
be said for James Arnold 
Taylor, who sounds stiff 
and corny. Though he is 
charming in the games 
with minimal cut-scenes 
and witty one-liners, his 

lack of true emotional-
range is distracting in 
the movie. Bella Thorne, 
as Cora, is cringe worthy 
for bringing an unwanted 
Disney Channel “cheese” 
to her character. 

The most enjoyable per-
formance, hands down, is 
by John Goodman as Gri-
moth. Goodman brought a 
confident charisma to the 
role that was just as light-
hearted as warm-hearted. 
Armin Shimerman, as Doc-
tor Nefarious, was enough 
to give a throbbing head-
ache to the audience in the 
latter half of the film.  His 
scratchy and high-pitched 
voice may have been one 
of the worst decisions in 
the adaptation, aside from 
writing the script at all.

The plot of Ratchet and 
Clank reads as a first-draft 
script, more than a fin-
ished feature-length film. 
Aside from a few tidbits 
that serve as a type of fan 
service for Ratchet and 
Clank’s long-term fans, the 
rest of the writing is devoid 
of any type of spark that 
brings it to life. The movie 
consists of three to four 
minute scenes lazily copy 
and pasted together with a 
Star Wars-esque transition 
that is mildly amusing once 
or twice before quickly 
wearing out its welcome. 
Although these scenes are 
meant to feel like video 
game cut-scenes without 
an interactive element they 
just don’t work. A movie 
must run for up to an hour 
while keeping the audi-
ence engaged and these 
cut-scenes are not movie 
material. The plot, like 
explained earlier, is ripped 
right from Star Wars with a 
CGI coat of paint and lazily 
written comedy thrown in. 
This isn’t the 80’s; audi-
ences have evolved and 
one-liners are no longer 
funny. Neither are pop 
culture jokes. 

The modeling of the CGI 
characters are actually 
quite good; a contrast to 
the choppy animation. All 
of the characters have 
a heavy weight to them, 
which makes their actions 
stiff and awkward. For 
an action adventure, any 
action scene in this film 
would put a child to sleep 

in an instant. With stiff 
animation, the characters 
slowly run and hardly 
interact with the environ-
ment with the environment 
at all. In some instances, 
an “intense” battle would 
occur, and the characters 
would stand facing each 
other blindly shooting with 

blank expressions. This 
puts the animated charm 
of the game to shame and 
is a poor representation of 
any action that took place 
in said games. 

There isn’t much positive 
to say about Ratchet and 
Clank.  It is an all-around 
forgettable family movie. 

At most, it will damage 
the brand that the games 
established for a short 
time, and then disappear 
into obscurity to never be 
brought up again. The only 
ones who should go to 
see Ratchet and Clank are 
dedicated fans of the se-
ries. An interesting Easter 

egg or two is worth the hour 
and a half run time if you 
have nothing better to do. 
Video games may never 
be adaptable for the big 
screen, but on a positive 
note, this leaves more time 
to pick up a controller and 
enjoy the series the way it 
was meant to be enjoyed.

THEATRE REVIEW

‘Gatsby’ set and crew brings famous story to life on stage
By Lorena Beltran

On Wednesday April 13, 
the Spring Valley Theatre 
department opened its 
doors for the showing of 
their most anticipated play 
yet: The Great Gatsby. In 
the spectacular three-day 
production of the F. Scott 
Fitzgerald adaptation, 
Director Anthony Coffield 
brought alive a romanticized 
version of the 1920s. The 
play not only has an amaz-
ing cast, but an outstanding 
use of lighting to depict the 
mood of the production. 

Nick Carraway (Keven 
Gonzalez) heads to New 
York in the early 1920s to 

search for the American 
dream. Moving to east egg 
he befriends his mysteri-
ous wealthy neighbor Jay 
Gatsby (Frankie Espinoza). 
Across the bay his cousin 
Daisy Buchanan (Alyssa 
Boughton) and her abu-
sive racist husband Tom 
Buchanan (Christian Stein-
born) all struggling to keep 
their secrets behind closed 
doors. Nick is captivated 
by the world of the wealthy 
and witnesses their deceit 
and carelessness, narrat-
ing a tale of love, dreams 
and tragedies.

Christian Steinborn and 
Jarod Misterek give the 
most notable and powerful 

performances in the entire 
play. Steinborn portrays 
Tom Buchanan as a 
confident powerful man of 
wealth. With the straight-
est of posteriors and an 
up turned nose Steinborn 
was perfectly casted, he 
is not only convincing but 
also brings his own lofty 
personality to the table 
and bringing life to Tom 
Buchanan as a character. 
Steinborn struts across the 
stage capturing the audi-
ence’s attention, he takes 
center stage, and blows 
the audience away with his 
powerful performance. Mis-
terek, while he has very little 
stage time, makes the most 

of it. He portrays George 
Wilson, a dark and dis-
traught man living a pitiful 
life with his adulterous wife 
Myrtle Wilson (Elise Kopp). 
His face red and eyes 
upturned to the heavens he 
proclaims,“The eyes of god 
are watching!”  Misterek 
gives the audience chills by 
delivering the line in a way 
no other actor could. Both 
Frankie Espinoza and Elise 
Kopp portray their charac-
ters well and give satisfying 
performances. 

These fascinating perfor-
mances were, of course, 
accompanied with lighting 
that helped depict the 
theme, mood and tone ef-

fectively. Two of the colors 
used frequently were red, 
to help depict anger or pas-
sion, and yellow to depict 
wealth. The color scheme 
used was perfectly placed 
throughout, and only used 
in the more important and 
emotionally tense moments. 
The use of light boxes was 
particularly captivating, 
adding to the atmosphere 
of mystery.  Many of the 
scenes done in silhouette 
were heart-pounding and 
shocking.  In one scene, 
where Tom slaps Myrtle, 
the assault was portrayed 
excellently, causing the 
crowd to gasp in shock. 
The spotlight in Jordan 

Baker’s flashback was also 
astonishing and added an 
artistic flare. 

Even with minimal stage 
props, the lighting added 
an artistic and emotion-
fueled flare that helped 
portray the many figurative 
elements. 

 The set was put together 
by the tech department and 
includes: Erika Martinez 
(stage manager), Emily 
Sanbourne (backstage man-
ager), Jessica Landcaster 
(backstage manager), 
Lenisha Rajapaksa (house 
management), Trevor Deleo 
(lighting), Alex Cassillas 
(audio), and Selena Lopez 
(director’s assistant).

PHOTO COURTESY OF GRAMERCY PICTURES
Rachet and Clank, the full-length feature film, was released April 29 and is an adaptation of the popular video game.
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PHOTO BY MS. TARA VERDEROSA
Spring Valley alumni Gary Payton II visited the school on April 15 to attend a ceremony in 
which his jersey number was retired. Payton II plays basketball at the University of Oregon 
and is preparing to be a first round pick in the NBA draft.

Baseball poised for successful season in playoffs
By Scott Diaz 

The varsity baseball team 
is wrapping up yet another 
successful season, with 
a winning record and big 
expectations for their May 
10-14 playoff games. This 
season, the Grizzlies have 
walked away with many 
impressive wins, including 
7 games won by more than 
10 runs. 

“Our team plays very well in 
big games and hopefully we 
will play even better in those 
big games this season,” said 
Coach Paul Bassett.

 Rupp is leading Nevada 
in strike outs, striking out 42 
batters.

 “For me personally, I like 
to bring an opening day 
mindset to the field every-
day. Every day is a new 
opportunity to compete and 
embrace this process that 
we started freshman year,” 
said shortstop and pitcher 
Bryce Bullock.

Bullock has 3 home runs 
this season and is hungry for 
more.

With a current league 
record of 6-1 the team has 
had two big league wins over 
Pahrump Valley High School 
and Sierra Vista High School. 

The Grizzlies are second in 
the league following Faith 
Lutheran. 

As playoffs arrive, the 
team is looking to gain 
revenge against division 
rivals, Faith Lutheran, who 
beat them earlier in the 
season 9-1. They also hope 
to clinch a win against con-
ference rivals Boulder City 
High School.

“Our season has had our 
ups and downs so far,” said 
pitcher Nick Rupp. “There’s 
always room for improve-
ment and the season is a 
constant grind to get better. 
It should be a fun contest 
towards playoffs.” 

Last year the Grizzlies fell 
one game short of the state 
championship game, but 
think the team has matured 
and is ready for the chal-
lenge. Although they expect 
Faith Lutheran to be a chal-
lenge going forward, the 
Grizzlies defeated them last 
year 9-5.

This will be the 9th con-
secutive year that the team 
competes in playoffs.

The Grizzlies have also de-
feated teams in other states 
including Highland High 
School California and North 
Ridge High School Colorado.

SV IN THE DRAFTGrizzly Softball sets eyes on 
first state championship win 

By Garrison Gavin 

After another powerhouse 
season, the Grizzly varsity 
softball team is preparing 
for playoffs after guarantee-
ing their spot early in the 
season. Overall, the Griz-
zlies defeated 10 of their 
first 11 league opponents, 
and 16 of their first 19 
overall. After a successful 
run through the regular 
season, the Grizzlies hope 
to continue their momentum 
during playoffs, which are 
scheduled May 10 to 14.

“We have a strong team 
and have a potential title to 
bring home,” said Varsity 
player Michaela Hood.

 This season the team 
has proved they are playoff 
contenders by gaining 
wins over Bonanza (14-1) 
and Faith Lutheran (8-1). 
Despite Bonanza’s spot as 

a Division I team and Faith 
Lutheran’s consistent role 
as SV’s number one con-
tender, the Grizzlies have 
beat both: landing them first 
in the division.

“Both JV and Varsity look 
very strong and are com-
peting very well this year,” 
said Junior Varsity player 
Lisa Acuna.

The softball team opened 
their league record with a 
15-4 win over Mojave High 
School. Prior to the their 
first league game, the Griz-
zlies were already rolling 
through many other out of 
division teams including 
Green Valley (10-1), and 
a handful of teams in St. 
George that they defeated 
in their first tournament of 
the year.

“We hope to keep win-
ning and working hard to 
achieve our goal of going 

to and a winning state,” 
said Varsity player Justyne 
Boggio    

The team is currently 13-3 
and 7-1 in their conference. 
They continue to beat tough 
opponents, which fuels the 
power they need to win a 
state title.

“The more we compete 
the more we win,” said 
Michaela Hood

In a recent game against 
Sierra Vista High School 
the Varsity softball team 
proved that they are the 
real SV, by beating Sierra 
Vista 1-0. Both teams com-
peted well, however the 
softball team proved to be 
a team dominant in the rival 
conference game.

“I hoped to win the Vista 
game and that is exactly 
what we did,” said Varsity 
Coach Marcus Teal. The 
girls made me very proud. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL
Spring Valley’s Bryce Bullock receives a pick-off from pitcher Nick Rupp in a close battle with the Sierra Vista Lions. The 
Grizzlies defeated the lions 1-0.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFETOUCH
Maddie Macove  aims to hit one out of the park at a game against Mojave High School at 
the beginning of the season.



By Donovan Souder

Students cheered and 
watched in awe as three 
senior student athletes signed 
their letters of intent on March 
31. Seniors Raven Bierlein, 
Sahana Bojorquez, and 
Michaela Hood all officially 
committed to college teams in 
front of both lunches -- fullfill-
ing the dream of many student 
athletes to sign on and play 
sports after high school.

“This was the first year 
scholar athletes were rec-
ognized in front of everyone 
for their hard work,” said 
Principal Tam Larnerd.

“This was definitely a good 
example to show the under-
classmen that this ceremony 
could be them in the future,” 
he said. 

Bierlein, a pitcher and a 
first baseman for the softball 
team committed to Salt Lake 
Community College. Bierlein 
played for varsity all four 
years of her high school 
career, hopes to take home 
some hardware this season. 
In Bierlein’s junior year she 
held a .377 batting aver-

age with 12 runs batted in 
and 3 home runs. Bierlein 
recorded a run average of 
2.52 in 64 innings pitched 
and struck out 48 batters. 

“When I received my 
scholarship I felt good and 
to get recognized by my 
school is really cool,” said 
Bierlein of the ceremony. 

Hood, another pitcher for 
the softball team, committed 
to the University of Montana 
this past summer. Her schol-
arship is a full-ride for all four 
years. Hood is credited for 
her role as a double-threat in 
both pitching and hitting, and 
is often recognized for pitch-
ing a perfect game against 
the Bonanza Bengals in her 
junior year. To pitch a perfect 
game, the team cannot have 
any player reach base safely 
during the entire game. 

“I feel like all my hard work 
is finally paying off,” said 
Hood of her scholarship. “I 
wanted to go somewhere 
cold and I wanted to remain 
a Grizzly.”

Soccer player Sahana 
Bojorquez committed to 
California State University, 

Monterey Bay. Bojorquez 
played varsity soccer for four 
years at Spring Valley and 
was a team captain for three 
of those years. This year 
Sahana scored 5 goals and 

had 14 assists. She was also 
an all state, all region, and all 
division player. As one of the 
team captains, Bojorquez 
was also key to taking the 
Grizzlies to state this year – a 

first in the team’s history. 
“To have these athletes 

sign to the college they re-
ally chose shows how hard 
they work,” Said Athletic 
Director William Hemberger 

of this event. 
“Our coaches play a role 

in making them the players 
they are and our teaches 
make them the students that 
they are.”

By Amai Mims

From the way he struts, 
the way he bats, and the 
cleats he wears, Varsity 
Baseball player Jake Sell-
inger finds inspiration in 
his favorite baseball player, 
Mike Trout of the Los Ange-
les Angels.

Sellinger started playing 
baseball at the age of six 
after attending a 2002 play-
off game where The Los 
Angeles Angels defeated 
The New York Yankees.

“I fell in love with it at first 
sight,” said Sellinger of the 
game.  “It was one of those 
feelings that once you see it 

you can’t get enough of it.” 
From that moment, 

Sellinger decided to take 
his own baseball career 
seriously. As a member of 
the varsity team, Sellinger 
plays right field, catcher 
and is one of the team’s 
captains. Despite his con-
stant success on the field, 
it hasn’t always been an 
easy path.

Freshman year he strug-
gled; Sellinger said the 
transition from little league 
to high school baseball 
was a difficult adjustment.

“You’re used to playing 
with your friends, and people 
you know,” said Sellinger. 

“And now your playing with 
people you don’t know, and 
with a coach you’ve never 
heard of.”

During his sophomore 
year he faced another set-
back:  After taking a poor 
swing, Sellinger chipped 
a bone in his scapula. But 
while many would have tak-
en this as an opportunity to 
sit out, Sellinger refused to 
let his injury get in the way 
of helping his team. Even 
with the chip, Sellinger 
played and helped the 
team defeat the Shadow 
Ridge Mustangs. Looking 
back, Sellinger said it was 
one of the hardest games 
he ever played. 

Though Sellinger often 
recognized as a key player 
on the team, he can’t help 
but credit his teammates 
for the success.

Jake’s younger brother 
Jack Sellinger also plays 
for the varsity team, and 
uses his competitive nature 
to motivate them both to 
play their best.

“We are very competi-
tive,” said Jack “if he gets 
a double I have to get a 
double or better.”

 He explained that his 
older brother has taught 

him many valuable lessons 
about the game they love.

“I’ve learned to be ac-
countable for myself and 
play to the best of my abili-
ties,” said Jack, who hopes 
to take his older brother’s 
position after he graduates. 
But this year, their sights 
are set on the same goal.

Jake is driven to get a 
state championship ring his 
last year of high school, not 
only for himself, but for the 
team and his coach. 

“He’s been there the 
whole way and pushed me 
to strive for greatness,” said 
Sellinger of Varsity Coach 
Paul Bassett. ”I really want 
to win that ring for him.”

Bassett is also excited 
for Sellinger’s last season 
and is very pleased with his 
success so far on the team.

“I am the most proud of 
Jake for never giving up 
through the good times and 
bad times,” said Bassett. “I 
am proud of the young man 
he has become on and off 
the field.” 

Sellinger’s said he will 
likely attend the Univer-
sity of Colorado-Colorado 
Springs, where he was of-
fered a partial scholarship 
to play baseball. 
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In Michaela Hood’s junior 
year she was still looking 
for a college where she 
could continue her love for 
softball and pitching. All 
of that changed on April 
13, 2015 after pitching a 
perfect game against the 
Bonanza Bengals, and 
leading her team to a 20-0 
victory over a Division I 
contender. And to top it 
all off, Hood hit a home-
run in a final showing of 
dominance. The game was 
easily one of her favorites, 
and the one she credits 
for full-ride scholarship to 
the University of Montana, 
which she committed to 
this past summer.

“It feels like everything 
I’ve worked so hard for 
is finally paying off,” said 
Hood of her scholarship. 
“In my final season I want 
to bring home a state title.” 

Although only one team 
can take home the title of 
State Champion, the Griz-
zlies have cinched their 
spot in playoffs and are 

poised to do well.  With 
the help of Hood’s strong 
pitching abilities, the team 
hopes it’s a title they will 
achieve this year.

“Michaela is a hard 
worker,” said Varsity Soft-
ball Coach Marcus Teal. 
“She helps and motivates 
kids. Team captain for 
sure.” 

Her teammates agreed 
that Hood is motivational 
and key part of the team.

“Watching Michaela 
at practice, hustling and 
making kids enjoy the 
game is why she is a team 
captain, not just because 
she’s really good,” said 
junior varsity player Lisa 
Acuna. 

Michaela has been play-
ing softball since she was 
six and loves the game. 
Although Hood doesn’t 
have a pre-game ritual she 
is superstitious on the field. 
At the beginning of each 
inning, Hood is insistent 
that the same player hands 
off the ball to her each 
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PHOTO BY AMAI MIMS
Seniors Michaela Hood, Sahana  Bojorquez, and Raven Bierlein smile after signing commitment papers to play college 
sports. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF MICHAELA HOOD
Michaela Hood throws a pitch at the Grizzlie’s game 
against  the Bonanza Bengals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOY SELLINGER
Jake Sellinger poses for a photo with Los Angeles Angles 
star Mike Trout, whom Sellinger considers his idol.

See HOOD Page 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIFETOUCH
Senior varsity baseball player Jake Sellinger takes a swing 
during his game against Faith Lutheran High School. 


