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 Hello students and families!  I have been teaching science classes at Spring 
Valley High School since 2006, and have served as the Science Department 
Chairperson since 2009.  I currently teach Advanced Placement Biology, Principles of 
Zoology Honors, and Principles of Marine Science.  Here is my brief life story: 
 Even as a young boy, I had a strong love for sharks and other marine life.  In the 
first photo, you can see me (far right) preparing to snorkel with sharks at “Marineland of 
the Pacific”.  I attended San Pedro High School in the Los Angeles area, and graduated 
from their Marine Science Magnet Program in 1985.  I became a SCUBA diver at 14 
years old.  Around the same time, I became a punk rock fan.  I saw the Clash in 1982 
and too many bands to count in the decade that followed.  “X” was one of my favorite 
live bands.      
 After starting as a Business 
Major at CSU Long Beach, I met a  
professor who would later become  
my mentor, Dr. Donald Nelson.  I  
had planned to pursue auto racing 
at the time, but changed my major to  
Marine Biology after taking one of  
his classes.  In 1991, I graduated  
with B.S. Degrees in Marine Biology  
and General Zoology.  It took me  
awhile, because I worked part-time  
at Earl’s, our family business, which  
sold racing parts.  In 1995, I received  
my M.S. Degree in Biology.  My  
thesis focused on the ambush  
feeding behavior of the Pacific angel shark.  My experiments were conducted in the 
waters off the USC Marine Lab at Two Harbors, Catalina Island.  In 1999, my work was 
published in Copeia, a scientific journal for ichthyologists and herpetologists.  I was 
lucky to participate in three Shark Week shows, including The Shark Doctors in 1994 
(later marketed as Shark Bait).  My friends and colleagues during those years of 
scientific meetings were some of the most amazing people on the planet! 
 For several years, I worked at Earl’s Performance Products and taught part-time 
at colleges in the Los Angeles area (Rio Hondo College, Orange Coast College, Mount 
St. Mary’s College, and Golden West College).  After saving up some money, I took my 
first trip to Southeast Asia.  The diving in Thailand and Indonesia was amazing, and I 
met a girl in Singapore who would later be my wife!   On our first date, she was texting 
on her phone.  That was the first time I had ever seen texting; it came to the USA soon 
after that date.  I made six trips to Singapore during our courtship (1999-2001), which 
included letters and phone calls too.  Elena and I were married in the “glass church” in 
Palos Verdes, California in November 2001. 
 Since moving to Las Vegas in 2003, we have been blessed with two daughters, 
Aileen and Alyssa.  Today, I enjoy spending time with my family (including my parents), 
traveling (mostly to Utah and California), playing guitar, playing poker, writing music with 

 



my daughter Aileen, and keeping up with all the amazing developments in the scientific 
world.   
 There are very few photos of me diving (despite logging nearly 1000 dives), but 
here is one taken during a night dive in Hawaii.  I was apparently harassing a pufferfish, 
or trying to figure out how they inflate when they are under duress.  In all of my classes 
today, my students learn about this interesting behavior, which has been well studied by 
functional morphologists.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Since 2006, I have taught Biology and related science classes here at Spring 
Valley High School.  Teaching here has been very rewarding.  I have felt like part of a 
family, where the teachers and staff are very supportive and are high-caliber 
professionals.  It has been nice knowing so many of my colleagues and administrators 
for such an extended time.  I have grown as a teacher, having attended AVID and AP 
Summer Trainings.  I try to treat all of my students with respect, and feel great when 
they show their appreciation.  I am very excited about our IB Program and I look forward 
to teaching here for many years to come! 
   

 


