
Spring Valley High School 

Academic Honesty Policy 

Philosophy 

It is our expectation that all students at Spring Valley High School will perform academic tasks 

with honor and integrity. The learning process requires students to think, process, organize, 

and create their own ideas. Throughout this process, students gain knowledge, self-respect, a 

sense of responsibility, and ownership of the work they do. Creating a climate of ethical 

behavior is the responsibility of teachers, students, parents, and administrators. This 

philosophy and our expectations are guided by the following IB Learner Profile attributes: 

Principled: We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, and 

with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take responsibility for our 

actions and their consequences.  

Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We work to 

understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our learning and personal 

development. 

Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to 

learn independently and in collaboration with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain 

our love of learning throughout our life.  

It is the policy of Spring Valley High School that: 

 All students understand the meaning and significance of academic honesty, and that all 

teachers develop and maintain this understanding 

 All work produced by students is their own 

 All work that includes the ideas, words,  or work of others will be fully acknowledged 

 All students will understand the difference between collaboration and collusion 

 All students will understand and obey rules relating to proper conduct during 

examinations 

 

 

 

 



The aim of this policy is to: 

 Promote and support ethical practice 

 Clarify what constitutes academic honesty and dishonesty 

 Promote collaboration between students and their teachers in creating authentic work 

that demonstrates understanding 

 Illustrate the importance of acknowledging the ideas of others 

 Clearly define the penalties associated with academic dishonesty 

Academic Honesty: 

Before we talk about academic dishonesty, it may be useful to make sure we all agree on what 

ethical practice looks like in our school. It would be easy to say that academic honesty simply 

means not cheating, but it will probably be more helpful to you if we focus on the values and 

practices that support academic integrity. These practices and values include: 

 Organization: if you keep track of due dates, and honor them, you will be much less 

likely to find yourself scrambling to get work done at the last minute. That scramble 

often leads to bad choices and shortcuts. 

 Acknowledging Sources: understand that the greatest scholars in the world use the 

ideas and thoughts of others to support their own. This practice is the most important 

aspect of scholarship, and the evolution of ideas. Just remember, those great scholars 

also never fail to credit the source.  

 Authenticity: every assignment is an opportunity for you to show what you know, and 

for your teacher to gauge your learning. That process suffers if your work isn’t an 

authentic representation of what you can do.  

What constitutes academic dishonesty? 

Academic dishonesty can take many forms, but usually involves the use of uncited information 

in student work (plagiarism), or the improper sharing of information with another student. 

Examples of academic dishonesty can include, but are not limited to: 

 Taking or copying answers from another student on an exam or any other assignment 

 Giving answers to another student on an exam or any other assignment 

 Copying an assignment that is then turned as original work 

 Collaborating on exams, classwork, projects or papers without specific teacher 

permission 

 Using unauthorized electronic devices 

 Falsifying data or lab results 



What constitutes plagiarism? 

Plagiarism is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another person as your own. 

Examples include, but are not limited to: 

 Submitting someone else’s work, such as published sources in part or whole, as your 

own, without crediting the source 

 Paraphrasing the ideas of another without acknowledging the source 

 Turning in purchased papers, or papers posted online 

 Representing another person’s artistic, or scholarly work as your own 

How can you be sure you are not plagiarizing? 

When in doubt, cite the source. There is no harm in over-acknowledgement, so if you have 

included information that you did not know prior to writing, your best bet is to cite where it 

came from. This includes pictures, videos, maps, data, graphs, and anything else that is not 

original material.  Your teachers are responsible for teaching you the various citation styles for 

different subjects, but it is your responsibility to clarify what is expected of you. Even if you use 

the wrong style, you cannot be penalized if you acknowledge the source. Err on the side of 

caution. 

What constitutes collusion, and how is it different from collaboration? 

Collusion is defined as supporting malpractice by another student, as in allowing your work to 

be copied or submitted for assessment by one of your peers. Collaboration is when students 

work together to explore a new concept or skill, with the understanding that any work that is 

produced for final assessment is done so independently.  

Other Forms of Academic Dishonesty: Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a 

student or that affects the performance of another student. 

 Causing a disturbance in an exam setting 

 Copying the work of another student 

 Unauthorized use of notes, electronic devices, or other materials during an exam 

 Falsifying data 

 Unauthorized possession of exam material 

 Disclosing or discussing the contents of an exam to students who have not yet 

completed the exam 

 

 



Students are responsible for: 

 Ensuring that all work submitted for assessment is their authentic work 

 Acknowledging the work or ideas of others when used in their work 

 Maintaining possession of their work, and for not allowing it to be utilized by another 

student 

 Clarifying teacher instructions and expectations for all assessed work 

Teachers are responsible for: 

 Clearly articulating their expectations on all assignments, especially with regard to 

collaboration 

 Providing instruction and examples of all appropriate citation styles for a given subject 

 Explicitly teaching Approaches to Learning skills that support academic integrity 

 Developing a broad range of assessment tasks that promote individual inquiry and 

creativity 

 Modeling good practice by appropriately acknowledging sources used in lessons, lecture 

material, and printed material  

 Developing familiarity with the level of their students, so that variations in expression 

and the quality of ideas can be noted  

Parents are responsible for: 

 Creating the physical space and the time for students to do their best work 

 Supporting access to resources in the home and community 

 Monitoring grades, and assignment/project due dates 

 Developing a partnership with teachers to support students 

Consequences of Academic Dishonesty 

Consequences for academic dishonesty will be imposed by the school according to the 
following progressive discipline plan:  

1st Offense: The assignment will receive a zero* in the teacher gradebook and a Parent / 
Teacher conference will be held. 

2nd Offense: The assignment will receive a zero* in the teacher gradebook and the student will 
be placed on RPC. 

3rd Offense: The assignment will receive a zero* and the student will be suspended for 1 – 3 
days. 

*The assignment will show 0 on IC, but in the background will receive 25% per our grading policy 
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