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Grizzlies fall to Faith, place second in state
By Amai Mims

The women’s varsity 
basketball team placed 
second in the state after 
a devastating loss to the 
Faith Lutheran Crusaders, 
and came just three points 
shy of winning the state 
championship for the sec-
ond year in a row.

The Grizzlies fell behind 
in the first two quarters 
with a halftime score of 
27-15. In the second half, 
the team hustled, getting 
back in the game with a 
score of 38-36 by the end 
of the third. From then on, 
the game was neck and 
neck, with the Grizzlies just 
one shot away from putting 
the game in over time, but 
ultimately fallig short with a 
final score of 50-47.

“I feel like we worked 
hard to get to state out 
of 35 teams and it was 
good,”  explained Shante-
riel Thompson (Red) of the 
team’s performance. “But 
in the final game we didn’t 
handle our business in the 
second half.” 

Varsity Coach William 
Hemberger agreed, but 
noted that the team didn’t 
have enough time to come 
back after a difficult first 
half. 

“It’s not that we didn’t 
put our hearts into it,” said 
Hemberger. “It’s just that 
we didn’t have enough 
time.”

The women’s varsity 
team went undefeated in 
conference, with a record 
of 14-0, a repeat of last 
year. Despite losing the 

championship, Hemberger 
believes the girls are more 
experienced and more 
knowledgeable about the 
game than last year.  With 
hustle and more effort, he 
expects the team to take 
the title back next year.

“Losing humbles you. 
It will make us better and 
we’ll be back stronger 
next year,” he said. “It will 
make the players hungrier 
and work harder in the off 
season.

Hemberger acknowl-
edged that when he took 
over the team two years 
ago the team had a chip on 
their shoulder after winning 
only one game that season. 
Falling just short of the 
championship this year, 
Hemberger said the team 
once again will fight to get 
the chip off their shoulder 
and prove themselves.

While the team easily 
beat Faith Lutheran three 
times throughout the 
season, they struggled to 
keep up in the final game 
when Faith came out with 
a man-to-man defense 
rather than a press. Faith’s 
continuous losses to the 
Grizzlies seem to have 
motivated them.

“Last year we were hunt-
ing everybody else trying 
to prove what we wanted 
to be. This year we are 
the hunted,” Hemberger 
explained of their position 
as last year’s champions. 

Since taking over the 
team two years ago, 
Hemberger has had higher 
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Kayla Harris (11) shoots to keep the Grizzlies in range during the state championship game 
between Spring Valley and Faith Lutheran. Despite a strong comeback in the second half, the 
Grizzlies lost 50-47.

Students struggling with depression, anxiety seek support

GRADUATION

SV teachers
implement
new 5-point 
grading scale

By Sara Moore

Abril Beccera clearly 
remembers what it was like 
to sit across the desk of 
her counselor last year. As 
an AVID (Advancement Via 
Individual Determination) 
student who cared about 
her grades, failing three 
classes overwhelmingly 
worsened her anxiety and 
depression— what had 
brought her there in the first 
place. Not knowing what 
to do, she turned to her 
assigned counselor, Mr. An 
Nguyen, for help. 

“I wanted to explain 
to him that I had a down 
point,” Becerra said, “But I 
didn’t know how. Teachers 
don’t seem to know if I’m 
struggling with depression 
or anxiety. They don’t see 
it. It’s hard to express the 
trouble I’m having without 
thinking that they’ll inform 
my parents.”

Many students have at 
least one fear–  something 

that forces them to question 
their life or choices. But 
what if that something is 
themselves? Students with 
mental illnesses such as 
depression, anxiety and bi-
polar disorder face this dif-
ficulty every day. Although 
most want help, they often 
keep it to themselves out of 
fear of making it worse by 
involving others.

Mental illnesses are a 
struggle that can affect 
anyone at any age. Ac-
cording to the National 
Association of Mental Ill-
ness, (NAMI), 20 percent 
of young adults struggle 
with some type of mental 
illness, making it likely that 
there is at least one student 
secretly struggling in every 
class. Depression, anxiety 
and bipolar disorder are 
among the three most com-
mon mental illnesses in the 
United States, according to 
NAMI.

Although attending 
school, making good 

grades, and being involved 
is expected of most young 
adults, many know that this 
is far more difficult when 
struggling with personal 
problems that one cannot 
share with their teachers.

Becerra has experienced 
several seasons (time peri-
ods of struggle with a mental 
illness) of depression and 
anxiety and knows that these 
times can make school more 
difficult. What did help, she 
said, was finally opening up 
to her teachers and asking 
for assistance.

According to NAMI, 
depression is defined as 
a “serious mental health 
condition that requires 
understanding and treat-
ment,” often characterized 
by bouts of often sometimes 
unexplainable sadness. 
Anxiety is defined by feel-
ings of stress, unease or 
nervousousness that can 
trigger panic attacks and 
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By Richelle Bloor

This semester, Spring 
Valley High School  
(SVHS) changed it’s 
grading policy, in an effort 
to be more fair, balanced, 
and mathematically con-
sistent. SVHS Principal 
Tam Larnerd believes the 
5-point scale is a better 
way to grade students.

“I think it’s highly fair,” 
said Mr. Larnerd of the 
switch. According to 
Larnerd, the scale is more 
effective because at the 
end of the year, grades 
are transferred into the 
5-point scale anyway

Even though teachers 
typically use a 100-point 
system on assignments, 
they end up taking that 
grade and making it a 1 
to 5 by giving them an A 
through an F, he said.

Larnerd has attempted 
to switch to the 5-point 
scale for nearly a year, 
but has just found a way 
to implement it in the 
gradebook.

The 5-point scale 
is made up of grades 
between zero and five, 
with half points in be-
tween each. Each point 
is roughly equivalent to 
a standard A through F 
letter 
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According to the National Association of Mental Illness, 20 percent of teenagers suffer from 
some type of mental illness. The three most common are anxiety, depression and bipolar 
disorder.
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Teachers and CCSD settle contract, salary
By Landon Pham

On March 10, teachers 
reaped the benefits of 
months of protesting. In 
December 2015, the Clark 
County Education Asso-
ciation (CCEA) and Clark 
County School District 
(CCSD) reached an agree-
ment regarding teacher’s 
contract and salary. The 
new contract covers the 
2015-2016, and 2016-
2017 years and includes 
changes to teacher’s sala-
ries and health insurance. 
The contract is meant to 
attract new teachers to fill 
the nearly 700 classroom 
vacancies in CCSD, and 
provide better compensa-
tion for its current teachers.

This summer, CCSD and 
CCEA failed to reach an 
agreement, leaving teach-
ers without a contract for 

seven months of protesting 
and uncertainty regarding 
their salary. Approximately 
40,000 employees didn’t 
get a pay raise, as CCSD 
attempted to establish a 
$67 million budget with 
raises promised in the 
previous contract. 

Jennifer Manning, a 
former teacher at Spring 
Valley High School and 
currently a Uniserv Repre-
sentative for the union, was 
the one to start the teach-
ers’ protest and stood 
outside CCSD offices 
alone for days last June 
before getting support. 
Teachers joined her in 
protesting because many 
were promised raises in 
their former contract for 
completing classes and 
years of experience.

“It’s unfortunate to work 
so long without a contract,” 

said Tam Larnerd, the prin-
cipal of Spring Valley High 
School, who was support-
ive of the teacher protests.

The new pay scale starts 
with a salary of $40,000 
and will get 2.25 percent 
cost of living increase on 
July 1. 

Teachers are typically 
paid based on education 
of years of experience. The 
raise was included to at-
tract new teachers in order 
to decrease the teacher 
shortage. 

There are more than 
700 classroom vacancies 
in CCSD, meaning those 
classes are filled with long-
term substitutes. 

“That’s less quality of 
teachers if we have a long-
term sub,” said Mrs. Jodie 
Rose, an English teacher 
at Spring Valley.

Since April of 2015, the 

district hired more than 
1800 new teachers in an 
attempt to fill vacancies, 
but still came short.

Along with salary chang-
es, there are also changes 
to their health insurance. 
There are different require-
ments and the teachers 
have to pay out of their own 
pocket for the insurance.  
Prices of health insurance 
are increasing, which 
hasn’t happened in years 
Rose said. 

If a teacher has no de-
pendent, the monthly cost 
is free. Anyone with one 
or more dependent will 
have to pay based on the 
number of dependents. 

Most teachers agree that 
while the contract isn’t per-
fect, it’s the beginning of 
many improvements they 
hope to see in the district.

 “It is definitely going to 

help keep qualified teach-
ers,” said Mrs. Rose.

 This agreement is good, 
not only for new teachers, 
but for students too, stated 
Casey Brown, a math 
teacher at Spring Valley. 
With better compensation 
and conditions, Brown 
believes teachers will be 
more focused on teaching 
and helping students.

Brown also believes 
there are downsides to the 
new contract. 

“The new insurance is 
not covering a lot of my 
medication,” said Mr. 
Brown. 

The Teacher’s Health 
Trust is an 80/20 plan that 
picks up 80 percent of 
costs. This means that the 
district pays for eighty per-
cent of doctor’s fee and the 
other 20 percent is covered 
by the teachers. 

Students battling cancer find 
solace in help of friends
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Eric Jolley (senior) joins his friends at the winter assembly after being out of school for nearly three months. Jolley was 
diagnosed with Leukemia in November. In January, Spring Valley honored his battle and wore orange shirts in support.
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By Brenda Dorantes 

Starting this year, all 
freshmen will be required 
to pass the End of Course 
Exams (EOCs) by the time 
they graduate. The EOCs 
are a new test implement-
ed by the state, meant to 
replace the proficiency 
exams. Senior students 
this year are among the 
last in Nevada who need 
to pass the proficiency 
exams in order to receive 
a high school diploma. 

Proficiencies were 
phased out over the past 
three years after the state 
of Nevada made changes 
to the high school gradua-
tion requirements. Instead, 
all students graduating in 
2019 and beyond must 
pass the EOCs to earn a 
high school diploma in 
Nevada. 

The EOCs will be 
administrated online 
and include two tests in 
math and two in English 
(reading and writing). 
Students will get three 
free attempts to pass 
these exams.

“There is no doubt 
the ELA End of Course 
Assessments are more 
rigorous than our previ-
ous assessments were 
because they reflect the 
new Nevada Academic 
Standards,” said Saralyn 
Lasley, the secondary 
literacy regional trainer. 
“The tasks are more au-
thentic and a much better 
judge of a student’s ability 
to read and write critically.  
For example, rather than 
writing to an isolated 
prompt as we did in the 
past, students are asked 
to read a variety of texts 
and then analyze, discuss 
or argue some aspect of 
the text.”  

CCSD 
requires 
new test 
for grads

See JOLLEY Page 4

By Zachariah Oliver

After nearly three months of treatment, Senior Eric Jolley 
hopes to return to Spring Valley for graduation after un-
dergoing an operation at the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA). Jolley, known as one of Spring Valley’s 
most enthusiastic students, was diagnosed with Leukemia 
on November 14, 2015. Originally thought to have mono-
nucleosis, Jolley showed symptoms such as shaking, 
excessive sleeping, headache, nausea, weakness, and 
an overall frailness. The once high-spirited member of the 
cheer team, student council and the football team, quickly 
became prone to a hospital bed.

“Being involved has kept me busy,” said Jolley of his 
efforts to visit school and stay involved whenever he can. 
“It helps me keep my mind off all the bad things.”

But a lot more than his daily schedule was changed 

following his diagnosis. Rather than waking up energetic 
and ready to take on his very busy school day, Jolley 
faced exhaustion. Twenty-eight days of treatment became 
necessary for him to stay home from the hospital for one 
week and visit school. His classes were forsaken to take 
care of his illness, and his involvement in school became 
limited to online classes. 

Despite missing his friends and school, Jolley said the hard-
est part has been his trips to the hospital . After undergoing 
treatment, Jolley’s entire immune system was wiped out. With 
no immune system, Jolley was more susceptible to illnesses 
and had to stay home or in the hospital to avoid getting sick.

“I just feel so exhausted and weak after therapy,” Jolley 
said. “It was definitely the hardest part of it all.” 

Despite the difficulties, though, Jolley credits the sup-
port of his friends and classmates for helping him get 
through his most difficult times.
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By Anyssa Acosta

After putting up a bid in 
the Nevada Association of 
High School Student Coun-
cils (NASC), Spring Valley 
High School (SVHS) was 
chosen to host the 50th Ne-
vada Student Council State 
Conference for the 2016-17 
school year. Spring Valley 
was among four schools 
to apply to host the confer-
ence, which will take place 
in April 2017.

The annual Nevada State 

Conference will take place 
over the course of four 
days, and aims to teach 
students to become bet-
ter leaders, and discover 
leadership opportunities 
for after high school. The 
conference also brings out 
professional speakers and 
authors to inspire students 
through their own experi-
ences.

“The NASC State Confer-
ence is important to our 
council because it is the 
highest student council 

conference to be held state 
wide,” said Student Council 
President Paige Jacobson. 
“It is where we welcome 
schools all over the state of 
Nevada.”

SV’s student council 
will determine the theme 
of conference and is also 
responsible for organiz-
ing the entire event. This 
means they will take on 
responsibilities of time 
management, teamwork, 
and communication since 
more than 1,200 students 

from across Nevada will 
attend.

“SV hosting the 50th 
state is an amazing thing 
because it will show stu-
dents all over Nevada our 
amazing school and they’ll 
always remember it,” said 
Felicity Scott, a sophomore 
and member of the council.

In addition to support 
from her students, Student 
Council Advisor Amy 
Langhorst said Principal 
Tam Larnerd has been 
completely supportive and 

helpful, as he hosted the 
same conference when he 
was an advisor in 1998.

“This conference will 
show all STUCOs what we 
are made of,” said STUCO 
member Blake Pride Zorn.  
“[The conference] repre-
sents us and how we do 
things. This is our chance 
to shine in the spotlight.”

Hosting the event is a 
big deal for Spring Valley 
because STUCOs job is to 
bring spirit and excitement 
to campus. 

Members of the council 
said they hope that hosting 
the conference will inspire 
more students to get in-
volved and will put a new 
spin on an annual event.

“Having the opportunity 
to host state is a big deal 
for SVHS. We have a 
chance to show other 
student council in NV how 
dedicated we are. This op-
portunity is really reward-
ing,” said Megan Tuerke, 
another member of the 
council.

SV student council chosen to host state conference

Speech and debate program piling up awards
 By Kristen Aranas 

On March 10, Spring Val-
ley’s award winning speech 
and debate team will attend 
the Nevada State Speech 
and Debate Championship 
Tournament in hopes of 
bringing home its newest 
stack of trophies. Since 
2005, the program has been 
one of the most successful 
in SV history, winning 58 
team sweepstakes awards, 
21 qualifiers to the NSDA 
National Championship 
and 13 cumulative district 
awards, among dozens 
of others. In its upcoming 
competition, advisor Mr. 
Nick Sevano is confident 
that the team will do well and 
his competitors will continue 
to grow individually.

 “Students benefit in 
every way [from speech 
and debate],” Sevano said. 
“There is no way it does not 
benefit them. They become 
people who know how to 
advocate for themselves. 
Their communication skills 
improve and their grades 
go up in their other classes, 
because they are able to 
communicate more ef-
fectively and they become 
invested in their own edu-
cation.” 

Speech and debate is a 
competitive class that gives 
students opportunities to 
debate controversial top-
ics and give impassioned 
speeches and performanc-
es. The class aims to help 
students who want to im-
prove their communication 
skills but has developed into 
one of the most competitive 
programs Spring Valley has 

to offer.
“Speech and Debate 

helps with confidence and 
definitely makes it easier 
to speak with people,” said 
debate student, Vincent 
Rendon.

Perhaps more importantly, 
speech and debate is also 
meant to help introverted 
students break out of their 
shells and learn to express 
themselves effectively 
through self-awareness, 

Sevano said.
“Get the kids to bind into 

themselves and understand 
what their own capabilities 
are, what their potential is,” 
he said. “Once they are 
able to see what they are 
capable of, through a lot of 
hard work and diligence, 
that starts to spread like 
wildfire, because kids like 
opportunities to have a 
voice,” said Sevano.

Despite the nerves that 

many underclassmen feel, 
Sevano assures new stu-
dents that even their best 
members have started out 
uncertain.

“It’s at first a pretty steep 
learning curve, but once 
they become comfortable 
with themselves and once 
they start to feel some 
success, they start to fly 
on their own, so to speak,” 
said Sevano. “We have a 
really good support system 

of varsity kids and older kids 
who help them out along the 
road.”

Speech and Debate also 
allows students to gain an 
understanding of priorities 
and self form the very start.

“Time management, it’s 
for sure taught me that,” 
said Madison Hotze, “I’m 
more tuned to the time I 
have to complete a certain 
task. Debate has brought 
attention the things I have to 

complete.” 
Sevano credits continu-

ous hard work to supportive 
upperclassmen in speech 
and debate for continuous 
success and their ability to 
win awards.

“A good debater is some-
one who learns how to listen 
to everything and someone 
who learns really how to 
weigh different options and 
weigh different ideas,” said 
Sevano.

Theatre gearing up for biggest show yet: ‘The Great Gatsby’
By  Jade Brooks-

Lizaola

The Great Gatsby, a 
Spring Valley (SV) produc-
tion directed by Anthony 
Coffield, is the biggest 
performance the theatre 
department has produced 
since its revival last year. 
The show will take place 
from April 13 to 16 in the 
SV theatre.

The Great Gatsby follows 
the journey of Nick Car-
raway, a man fascinated by 
his mysterious neighbor, Jay 
Gatsby, and morally devoid 
cousin, Daisy Buchanan. 
After moving to Long Island, 
Carraway is intrigued by 
Gatsby, who often throws 
lavish parties for the entire 

town, but rarely makes any 
social connections. Car-
raway eventually discovers 
that Gatsby’s parties are in 
an effort to lure Daisy, his 
former flame now in an un-
happy marriage with a pre-
tentious man named Tom. 
Wanting her back, Carraway 
and Gatsby set up a plan to 
rekindle their love, despite 
many of the moral obstacles 
they endure. 

Stars of the performance 
include Alyssa Boughton 
as Daisy, characterized 
as beautiful but incredibly 
selfish. Frankie Espinoza, 
as Gatsby, who is blinding-
ly in love with Daisy and 
forever reaching for their 
past; and Keven Gonzalez, 
as Nick, who likes Gatsby 

but struggles with his inner 
morality. 

“I think this play is going 
to be a huge success. This 
is one of the biggest pro-
ductions Mr. Coffield has 
done and he has put so 
much into getting this play 
going,” said Espinoza.

Among his goals for 
the performance, Coffield 
hopes the audience will 
experience the 1920s as F. 
Scott Fitzgerald intended 
for readers of the evergreen 
novel, and that the actors 
will give honest portrayals 
of the infamous characters.  
For this to happen, the 
department has built all new 
sets, created new costumes 
and spent countless hours 
rehearsing lines and ac-

cents for the performance. 
“You can see the char-

acters forming within the 
actors and actresses,” 
said Emily Sanbourne,  
co-stage manager of the 
production.

Sanbourne hopes that 
the audience feels the 
same emotions that she 
does when watching the 
performance.

The dance department is 
also involved in the perfor-
mance with Mrs. Jeanine 
Collins choreographing 
scenes for Gatsby’s parties 
and her students dancing 
throughout the play. This 
is the department’s fourth 
performance since the 
program was revived last 
year.

PHOTO BY JADE BROOKS-LIZAOLA
Students in Mr. Anthony Coffield’s technical theatre 
class work to build the set including a “star wall” for the 
performance of “The Great Gatsby.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF MR. NICK SEVANO
Spring Valley speech and debate competitors show off their awards after the Golden Desert Speech Tournament at Foothill High School.
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grade, with the excep-
tion of 100 percent grades 
and failing grades. One 
hundred percents are 
equivalent to a 5, and fail-
ing grades include 0, .5 
and NCs (not completed).

 Other than work not 
turned in, which would val-
ue at 40 percent, the lowest 
a student can receive on an 
assignment is 50 percent, 
according to the Minimum 
F policy. A 50 percent, or a 
failing grade, will show as a 
zero in the grade book, but 
is equivalent to 50 percent.

Although it appears to be 
a big change, Mr. Larnerd 
believes the five point scale 
will bring fairness, balance, 

and mathematical con-
sistency to Spring Valley. 
Although it was introduced 
with good intentions, opin-
ions about the new scale 
vary amongst students and 
staff.

According to Mr. Tom 
Williams, a special educa-
tion teacher at Spring Val-
ley, the 5-point scale was 
chosen to ‘make things 
more uniform across all 
teachers and classes.

“I think it’s going to bring 
some balance compared to 
the hundred point scale,” 
said Mr. Julian Jackson, 
who was responsible for 
helping teachers imple-
ment the scale into their 
gradebooks.

Students agreed that the 
scale could benefit their 
grades but didn’t change 
too much. 

“I kinda like it, if you’re 
not very good, it helps you 
out,” said Isabella Roberts, 
a junior of Mrs. Dwyer’s A.P. 
Language and Composi-
tion class. “The only part I 
don’t like is the three A’s,” 

While most students 
are already seeing these 
changes in their classes, 
some classes are exempt 
from this. A.P. (Advanced 
Placement) teachers are 
now using a 9- point scale 
for their students since that 
is how the advanced place-
ment exams are graded. 
Though different from the 
rest of the school, this 
scale is accepted because 
it expects students at the 
college level to work harder 
and be graded more rigor-
ously.

While the 5-point scale 
has a equivalence of three 

A’s, two B’s, two D’s, 
two C’s, and two F’s, the 
9- point scale gives less 
of a chance for success. 
The 9-point scale includes 
three A’s, one B, one C, 
two D’s, and three F’s. 

Although 5-point scale 
is much different than 
many students are used to,  
Larnerd said he  believes 
it is the best way to assess 
students on what they 
know.

“I definitely think the five 
point scale is only going to 
help students,” he said.

The new grading system 
is expected to continue into 
next year.  The 5-point scale 
is among many changes 
that Spring Valley will 
experience over the next 
three years with the school 
becoming an International 
Baccalaureate school. 

Grades
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and inability to focus.
Studies by the NAMI 

show that 50 percent of 
students with a mental ill-
ness will drop out of high 
school. This number is 
lessened considerably, 
however, if students are 
open about their struggles 
with mental illness. Without 
support, student’s grades 
often suffer, leaving them 
even worse off. With so 
many personal difficulties, 
Becerra agreed that it is 

easy to push school aside 
as a priority.

Junior AVID and English 
teacher, Ms. Alexis Wal-
ters, said she understands 
that students may feel 
uncomfortable coming to 
a counselor or teacher, but 
it is the best option to help 
them get through difficul-
ties.

“Every student should be 
treated differently based on 
their situation, simply every-
one is different,” said Wal-
ters. “The struggle doesn’t 
even have to be a mental 
illness. [Recently] a student 
came to me and expressed 
a challenge that they were 

facing at home. I have been 
helping them make sure 
their grades don’t slip, and 
letting them know I’m here 
to help them.” 

Walters expressed that 
her students should talk to 
someone on campus, and 
that she is there to help 
them as much as she can. 

As for other teachers, 
many agreed that they want 
to be there for students and 
that most information can 
be kept confidential unless 
it breaches one of the few 
things they must report.

“Other teachers are 
willing to do this for their 
students, and most of the 

time, again depending on 
the situation, we don’t have 
to report it,” Walters said. 
“If we think the counselor 
should be told, we will tell 
them and let them do what 
they’re trained to do.”

Although Spring Valley 
currently has no programs 
that directly assist students 
with mental illnesses, 
teachers and counselors 
emphasized that tutoring 
is available after school 
to help these students if 
personal struggles are af-
fecting their grades.

“Teachers can help you. 
You just have to let us 
know,” said Mr. Nathan 

Pangelinan, a psychology 
and AVID teacher at Spring 
Valley. “There are 200 stu-
dents in class and it’s hard 
to point out. Students just 
need enough courage to at 
least tell someone.”

Junior Counselor, Mr. 
Nguyen understands that 
having patience and being 
able to sit and listen to a 
student is important. 

“We can have a sit down 
with the student’s teach-
ers together,” he said. 
“Which can give them the 
opportunity to have their 
assignments broken down 
for them. There is also APEX 
and summer school that we 

can offer students who need 
to make up credits. With 
students we figure out their 
goals and objectives. Then 
we give them the offer to go 
through worth the options 
we can provide for them.”

Counselors understand 
that many students are 
afraid to tell someone 
about their difficulties. 
Despite that fear, the best 
way to get help is to ask for 
it, Nguyen said.

“If I could tell students 
something, it would be to 
let people know, and be 
aware of it,” Nguyen said. 
“If you don’t tell anyone, 
how do we identify you?”

Support
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at the University of Mon-
tana.

While these sisters make 
one tough duo for Spring 
Valley’s softball team, the 
girls were excited to invite 
on a few new players this 
year.

 “There are a few new 
freshman, and there are a 
lot of girls who are playing 
and learning for the first 
time,” Hood said.

Former Captain Anyssa 
Acosta said she sees a 

bright future for the team.
”I’m excited for softball 

this year. We are all ready 
to make our mark on the 
school and possibly go to 
state this year. 2016 is our 
year to shine,” she said.

The dedication that the 
girls put into last season 
shows they are ready 
to take Spring Valley 
softball where is hasn’t 
been before. With key 
returning players and a 
few fresh faces, the team 
hopes to accomplish their 
goal of winning state and 
dominating their biggest 
competitors, Faith and 
Sierra Vista. 

“I feel that this would 
have definitely been a lot 
harder on my own,” he 
said. “It’s been a lot easier 
with my friends supporting 
me.”

Jolley, however, is not 
the only SV student battling 
cancer. Similarly, Anne 
Michelle Crisostomo, a 
junior, was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma on June 28, 
2012. 

“I thought my life was 
over. I remember cry-
ing, thinking everything 

I worked for, everything 
I planned for was gone.” 
Crisostomo said.  “I felt as 
if I was down-graded for no 
reason. There were days I 
tried to do school work and 
I just couldn’t.” 

Despite the difficulties 
Crisostomo’s and Jolley’s 
resilience have kept them 
strong.

According to Jolley, his 
strong faith in God, his fel-
low cheer team, his friends 
and family have all helped 
make his battle easier. 

Jolley’s father also 
started a Gofundme page 
in order to help pay for his 
treatment. As of March 1, 
donors raised more than 

$7,300 of the $10,000 goal.
Justyn Taylor-Ricketts, a 

close friend of Jolley’s, has 
also been with him for the 
difficult journey.

“Eric knows I’ll be with 
him for support and any-
thing he needs,” he said. 
“I visit him whenever I have 
the chance.”

Spring Valley students 
wanted to do more to 
assist Jolley. In turn, the 
high school dedicated 
two basketball games to 
him, where he was able 
to cheer with his squad 
for the first time since his 
diagnosis.

“I love how it makes me 
feel,” said Jolley. “I feel re-
ally strong.” 

Student Council also sold 
orange shirts (which repre-
sent Leukemia awareness) 
through the week of the 
assembly to show support. 

Despite the difficulties, 
Jolley still saw the positives. 

“I find it easier to be 
happy, I am much more 
thankful for everything,” he 
said.

Even though these stu-
dents’ hardships are tough, 
they have managed to find 
a balance.

Sydney Smith, a sopho-
more, was diagnosed with 
chronic thyroid cancer in 
July of 2015. In and out of 
the hospital, Smith missed 
many weeks in the begin-
ning of the school year and 
had to ask for the school for 
support.

With the help of her coun-
selor, Smith developed a 
plan to keep up with her 
work and make up assign-
ments she missed while 
she was in the hospital.

However even with 
school support, Smith ex-
plained that going back to 
her classes was difficult in 

the beginning.
“I have to push myself 

harder than other students 
to get my work done on 
time,” she said. Smith is 
taking honors classes, 
which adds on to the 
stress of schoolwork. 

Despite her many dif-
ficult classes, Smith must 
visit the hospital often to 
keep up with her treat-
ment. To combat this, 
she often must complete 
assignments in advance 
to stay on track. 

According to Smith, 
social life hasn’t changed 
since she was diagnosed. 
She has friends calling 
and texting regularly, even 
when in the hospital. 

Both Smith’s parents and 
teachers are supportive of 
her, “They are very sup-
portive with my situation, 
making my school life less 
stressful.” 

All in all, SV students 
have found a way to look 
at the positive and move 
forward. Smith hopes to 
attend class regularly, 
and looks forward to stay-
ing in school for the entire 
year.

Jolley plans attend the 
University of Nevada, 
Reno to become a dentist, 
and help people smile. 

While the endeavors 
these students have went 
through have been nega-
tive, they want nothing 
more than a positive life 
ahead of them. 

“I think at the end of 
the day I’m more able to 
do this stuff, because I 
literally fought for my life. 
I put my all in everything.” 
Crisostomo explained. 
“You have a chance for 
the future. Don’t doubt for 
a minute that you’re going 
to get through this.” 

Jolley
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Essence Booker (3) takes a shot while playing  Churchill 
County in the state tournament. The Grizzlies won 64-52.

expectations than the 
average coach, expecting 
players to work hard even 
in the off season. Hem-
berger also regularly in-
cludes men in the practice 
squad to help toughen up 
the women, and states that 
it has been a tremendous 
advantage. 

“In order to be great we 
have to keep working as 
a team,” said point guard 
Aliana Reale.

In addition to their success 
in the division, the team is 
also comfortable defeating 
out of state teams. The Griz-
zlies finished 29-4 overall, 
with 10 of their competitors 
from out of state. While 
these games are not as im-
portant as in season games, 
Hemberger said they are 

essential for becoming 
experienced with different 
brands of basketball.

Hemberger also sched-
uled a game against 
Centennial High School, 
who have won the state 
championship in Division I 
eight times since 2002, and 
are ranked 1 in the state and 
20 nationally.

“Centennial is a great 
team. Playing them just 
exposed our weakness as 
a team and now we know 
what to improve on next 
time,” explained shooting 
guard Essence Booker.

Hemberger states that he 
and his team are not afraid 
of losing, and will use their 
games against difficult 
teams as learning experi-
ences. Losing, however, is 
not a common occurence. 
In the past two years, the 
team has gone 59-5.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JUSTIN TAYLOR-RICKETTS

Eric Jolley and friend, Justin Taylor-Ricketts, show off their 
“wear orange for leukemia slayer” T-shirts at the winter 
assembly. Students wore the shirts to honor Jolley, who was 
visiting Spring Valley for the first time since his diagnosis.
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Words from the Writing Center
Writing is more than transferring thoughts 

to words on a page. Writing is the air 
within our lungs, an escapade, a singular 

enraptured breath of awe and wonder-
ment. Writing is a journey, an expedition 
that can take different paths for each of 
us, and it is through the act of writing by 
which we can measure what we bring to 
those experiences for ourselves and for 

each other. For the young writers of Spring 
Valley, their path led them to the poetry 
contest hosted by the Writers’ Studio.  

                                                
The Weeping Writer

Anonymous

Words
Many words

Awe inspiring words
Even more heart wrenching words

Trying to find the right word for the right 
phrase

Rendering meaning, waiting to be heard
Nobody listens

Nuance
Something unexplained, explained

A word to capture the moment
A phrase that will suspend time

Igniting the flames of passion for the 
reader

Prompting action
Apathy lingers

Imagery
Memories living again on pages

Appealing to the senses and giving them 
flight

Watch how they fly!
Through my mind’s eye into your hearts

Details drawn on a colorless canvas
The passages of life

Drawn clear
A dull deafness

Writing
Struggling sardonic process

A bloodletting of the soul for all to see
These tear laden thoughts given immortality

Ruminating back to me once more
Haunting me to let go

Listen please
Come be

You and me

All of the poems submitted had their own 
unique way of expressing the authors’ 

passion towards writing. We applaud all 
the young writers of Spring Valley and 

thank them for their submissions which will 
be published in the Grizzly Mirror, an an-
thology that celebrates the many talented 

writers within our school. Come to the 
Writers’ Studio and let your voice be 

heard.

Students interested in having their writing 
published may submit their work to Ms. 

Whitt in room 832.
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School needs to explain new grading policy, inform all involved

This semester, Spring Val-
ley High School introduced 
the 5-point grading scale. 
This new system consists of 
grades from zero to five cor-
responding A to F. The new 
method of grading will con-
tinue to include the minimum 
F policy (implemented last 
semester) and introduces a 
new symbol NC (Not com-
pleted) to the gradebook.

The minimum F policy 
states that the lowest stu-
dents can score on any 
attempted assignment is a 
50 percent. If an assignment 
wasn’t completed, then it 
goes in the grade book as 

an NC, which counts as a 40 
percent. Despite the multiple 
changes in grading this se-
mester, many students feel 
the school did little to notify 
them of  the changes.

Although the new 5-point 
grading scale was imple-
mented in January, most 
students were not notified 
of the change by the school 
or individual teachers. In 
addition, many teachers 
have different ways of using 
the 5-point system in the 
grade book. Some teachers 
are still entering grades like 
they were before, meaning 
if students were to get a 40 
out of 40 on an assignment 
and it was entered into the 

grade book, it would then 
change to 5 out of 40 the 
next day. Although this 
would still count as 100 
percent, it appears that the 
student did minimal work, 
making it confusing for 
parents or students when 
viewing grades on Infinite 
Campus.

Since it was introduced, 
many students complained 
that teachers have not 
discussed the changes. 
Usually when there is 
a policy change in the 
school, students are notified 
beforehand so they fully un-
derstand. In order to clarify 
confusion, the administration 
should find a way to explain 

this to students or parents. 
While this takes time, it is 
important that students 
understand how they are 
graded. This could be done 
by sending home a parent 
letter or having a meeting for 
students.

In addition, AP students 
follow a 9-point scale and 
IB follows a 7-point scale, 
making it difficult to decide 
which is best or if they are 
even equal.

In order to make things 
truly fair and mathemati-
cally consistent for students, 
the school needs to notify 
students and parents of the 
final system and be sure it is 
the same for all. 

STAFF EDITORIAL
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The Clark County School District (CCSD) and Clark County Education Association (CCEA) settled a new contract that includes 
a pay raise and new health insurance for teachers. The contract was made to attract new teachers and lessen the shortage 
in the district. CCSD also hopes it reflects a more competitive salary for current teachers. Despite the new contract, many 
teachers did not receive a raise at all due to increases in health insurance. Many feel that they are not getting enough out of the 
contract.

New contract appeases teachers...kinda

By Rehza Aguilar

After 57 years, Mattel, 
the creator of Barbie, is 
changing the famous doll’s 
traditional looks to empha-
size more realistic body 
proportions. Mattel will 
begin rolling out the new 
dolls on March 1, and will 
eventually include 33 new 
dolls that represent varying 
ethnicities, hair colors and 
body shapes.

The new Barbie dolls 
come in petite, curvy, 
tall, and short, along with 
representations of different 
races. The dolls will now be 
made with seven different 
skin tones, 30 hair colors, 
24 hairstyles, 22 eye colors 
and 14 face shapes. 

The move was made 
after years of criticism that 
Barbie’s appearance is 
unrealistic and has a bad 
influence on young girl’s 
body images and views 
about appearance.

Mattel hopes that the new 
Barbies will have a positive 
influence on children be-
cause they will have more 
realistic bodies and will be 
more relatable to children 
who value their unique 

styles and appearances.
While the original Barbie 

dolls will still be available, 
the new body types are 
meant to impact both 
genders’ expectations 
of body image and help 
children become more ap-
preciative of their self and 
be more open to new ideas 
of beauty. In the past, only 
one “beautiful” doll sent the 
message that only people 
who looked like her were 
beautiful. The introduction 
of more than 33 styles, how-
ever, celebrates children of 
all body shapes, skin colors 
and appearances.

“I think it will give girls 
more realistic hopes for the 
perfect body,” said sopho-
more Jarelia Joyner.

The introduction of many 
different looks is a good 
move by Mattel because it 
will hopefully help students 
see the beauty and value 
in their own appearances 
rather than aspiring to an 
unrealistic look. Some chil-
dren think that if a doll looks 
a certain way, it is how the 
human body should look. 
In reality, if people mirrored 
Barbie’s original propor-
tions, they would die. Pro-

portionally, Barbie’s waist 
size would be 16 inches, 
enough to hold only half of 
a liver and a few inches of 
intestines. A doll this size 
represents those with An-
orexia Nervosa, an eating 
disorder characterized by 
self-starvation and exces-
sive weight loss. A person 
Barbie’s original size would 
be at risk for heart failure 
and low blood pressure.

“I feel as though these new 

Barbies would change the 
perspective of the younger 
generation because it will 
increase their self confi-
dence,” says Sophomore 
Maryann Landkamer. 

Although Ken has yet to 
receive a makeover from 
Mattel, other companies 
have taken it upon them-
selves to release more “re-
alistic” versions including 
“hipster” Ken, “dad-bod” 
Ken and “lazy” Ken.                  

Barbie gets makeover including new body proportions

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATTEL
This month, Mattel began releasing its newest Barbies which 
include updated body proportions, ethnicities and hair colors.
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By Ashlend Lappara

Considered Adult Swim’s 
interpretation of both The 
Simpsons and Family 
Guy, Rick and Morty has 
cemented itself as a quirky, 
animated comedy that 
audiences just can’t stop 
watching. Rick and Morty 
is based on the not-so-typ-
ical Smith family after their 
grandfather Rick Sanchez 
returns from a long period 
of absence in his family’s 
life. Rick and Morty follows 
Rick Sanchez, an alcoholic, 
genius, dimension-hopper 
who befriends his dim-
witted, awkward teen 
aged grandson, Morty. 
Together they go on crazy 
adventures through various 
dimensions. 

While the date is not offi-
cially set, season 3 is slated 
to release in 2016 and has 
gained a large following 
after the second episode 
debuted. The show chal-
lenged its audience with 
smart, satirical comedy 
akin to early Simpsons with 
a sci-fi twist focused on 
character development 
rather than one-note jokes 
that the Simpsons and 
Family Guy capitalize on. 
Roiland and Harmon focus 
on writing intelligent satire 
about today’s society that 
fits in with the plot of an 
episode, rather than Fam-
ily Guys lazy cutaway gag 

formula that adult animated 
cartoons have beat down 
rather than attempt to in-
novate.

Rick and Morty follows the 
plot A and plot B formula. 
Plot A often follows Rick 
and Morty’s sci fi adven-
tures while plot B focuses 
on Beth and Jerry’s failing 
marriage and other domes-
tic issues that grounds the 
show in some sort of reality 
– a contrast to the outland-
ish humor of plot A. Beth 
and Jerry’s domestic is-
sues often felt insignificant 
to the plot and were much 
less memorable, save for a 
few episodes. Beth’s anger 
with her husband can also 
feel extremely ill placed, as 
Jerry will often do nothing 
to provoke her, besides his 
stupidity, that would cause 
such heartless things to 
be said by any spouse in a 
relationship. Almost every 
episode they reconcile, but 
by next week they are just 
as out of love as they were 
in the first episode. This 
gives a sense of disregard 
for character development, 
which feels out of place 
considering that Rick and 
Morty grow and develop as 
the series progresses.

Summer, Morty’s sister is 
also a considerably weak 
and unmemorable char-
acter. She jumps from plot 
A to plot B rarely affecting 
much. She plays the typical 

accident child who ruined 
her parent’s life. While her 
role could be interesting, 
the lack of attention to any 
arc featuring her makes her 
relatively weaker in com-
parison to her well-fleshed-
out disaster of a brother. 

In a show as off the wall 
as Rick and Morty with 
dogs taking over the world, 
a Freddy Kruger rip off 
who can’t come up with 
murderous puns and inter 
dimensional television, the 
show is surprisingly deep 
as far as it’s character de-
velopment. Rick and Morty 
have an irresistible relation-
ship akin to Daria and Jane 
from Daria. Their chemistry 
is the heart of the show that 
drives future seasons for its 
many fans. 

Dan Harmon, the creator 
of the critically acclaimed 
Community, and co-creator 
Justin Roiland, were asked 
to write a pilot for a new 
Adult Swim show. Adult 
Swim was down on its luck 
not producing as many 
quality television shows as 
Fox who had a strong line 
up of The Simpsons, Fam-
ily Guy and Bob’s Burgers. 
Justin Roiland inspired the 
demented voices of Doc 
Brown and Marty by a voice 
he used to make his friends 
laugh at Parties. Dan Har-
mon saw the potential for 
an animated comedy and 
from there a hit was born.

As Rick said to Morty 
and in a way to the audi-
ence, “ The world is full of 
idiots who don’t understand 
what’s important, and they’ll 
tear us apart, Morty. But if 
ya stick with me, I’m gonna 
accomplish great things, 

Morty, and you’re gonna be 
part of ‘em, and together 
we’re gonna run around, 
Morty. We’re gonna... do all 
kinds of wonderful things, 
Morty. Just you and me, 
Morty. The outside world 
is our enemy, Morty... 

we’re the only.... friends 
we’ve got, Morty! It’s just 
Rick and Morty. Rick and 
Morty and their adventures, 
Morty.. RICK AND MORTY 
FOREVER AND FOREVER 
A HUNDRED YEARS!” 
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Deadpool: Drop dead hilarious with satire

PHOTO COURTESY OF ADULT SWIM

The Adult Swim animated show “Rick and Morty,” created by Justin Roiland and Dan 
Harmon, follows an anxious teenage boy, Morty, who gets dragged on death-defying 
adventures by his irresponsible grandfather, Rick.

By Ashlend Laparra 

Deadpool is everything 
we should hate: a sarcas-
tic, perverse, anti-hero, 
with the mouth of a sailor 
and the moral compass 
of sociopathic lunatic. Yet 
fans can’t help but love 
him! He’s everything in this 
day and age that people 
feel like they can’t be: 
politically incorrect, cal-
lous, and most importantly, 
honest. 

Wade Wilson (Ryan 
Reynolds), a former 
special operative turned 
mercenary, falls in love 
with prostitute Vanessa 
Carlysle (Morena Baccarin)  
in a whirlwind romance. His 
world crashes down when 
he’s diagnosed with termi-
nal cancer and agrees to 
be experimented on in the 
hopes of being cured. Evil 
scientist Ajax (Ed Skrein) 
experiments, tortures, and 
transforms Wade Wilson 
into Deadpool. Now it’s time 
for Wade Wilson to suit up 
with help from Negasonic 
Teenage Warhead (Brianna 
Hildebrand) and Colossus 
(Stefan Kapicic) to exact 
his revenge on the man 
who ruined his life. 

While the plot of Dead-
pool was rather stale and 
predictable, this did not 
hamper the movie itself 
thanks to the movie’s faith-
fulness to its source mate-
rial: Marvel comics. Rhett 
Reese and Paul Wernick 
do an exceptionally job of 
keeping Deadpool lively 
and humorous without mak-
ing him too cartoony.  While 
the tone of the movie is 

humorous, it does manage 
to squeeze in a few intense 
dramatic scenes, particu-
larly between Wade Wilson 
and Vanessa Carlysle as 
well as Ajax. For a comedy, 
the movie pulls off its action 
scenes with intense excite-
ment that leaves audiences 
at the edge of their seat, 
cheering for the smart-
mouthed vigilante. 

The cinematography is a 
rather mixed bag. Action 
scenes are invigorating 
and fresh with many visual 
puns and impressively in-
timate fight scenes. The 
camera is up close and 
personal, giving viewers a 
first seat look at the gore 
and mayhem Deadpool 
leaves behind. Director 
Tim Miller seems inspired 
to catch the best shot in 
these intense fight scenes 
making shots of Wilson’s 
life seem uninspired and 
visually uninteresting. 

Quiet moments like Wil-
son discovering his cancer, 
or Venessa and Wayde 
expressing their love offer 
nothing visually interesting. 
It’s passable, but nothing 
that audiences haven’t 
seen in any movie before.

It’s a bit disappointing that 
director Tim Miller didn’t 
take the extra time required 
to plan out interesting shots 
and instead followed the 
typical Hollywood-style 
filming when it came to 
anything that wasn’t ac-
tion packed. Regardless, 
Deadpool looks amazing 
during the crazy action 
we would expect from any 
Marvel movie. Action-wise, 
the cinematography even 

arguably surpassed both 
Avenger movies. 

Ryan Reynold’s makes 
Deadpool just like Robert 
Downey Jr. made Iron Man 
in 2008: He isn’t reciting 
a script or playing a char-
acter. Ryan Reynolds IS 
Deadpool. It’s believable 
from the opening to the 
ending credits. This may 
be one of the strongest 
aspects of Deadpool yet. 
He has the charisma and 
wit of the character, and it 
shows throughout the entire 
film. Brianna Hildebrand 
impressively portrayed 
Negasonic Teenage War-
head. She was intimidating 
and apathetic, hitting all 
the right notes to play that 
particular X Men. 

Ed Skrein was passable 
as Ajax albeit a bit bland 
and not too interesting 
but he gets the job done 
though he doesn’t shine in 
any particular way. Overall 
the casting is good and 
most importantly, all the 
actors gave good perfor-
mances: most notably Ryan 
Reynolds and Brianna 
Hildebrand. 

Deadpool is a summer 
blockbuster in February; it’s 
fun action and great to go 
see with friends. It may be 
a game changer for both 
Ryan Reynolds and R rated 
movies alike. Deadpool 
waved away the notion that 
R rated superhero movies 
wouldn’t pull in a crowd with 
ease proving that faithful-
ness to the source material 
is the most important thing 
when making a comic book 
to big screen adaptation.  

Rick and Morty adventure through the multiverse
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“Deadpool” follows the journey of the self-titled anti-hero as he looks for his mortal nemesis, 
Ajax. “Deadpool” was released February 12 and is the top grossing R-rated film ever made.



By Khalil Reed

The varsity cheerlead-
ing team will compete at 
nationals again this year, 
for the sixth time since the 
school’s opening. For the 
past three of six years, the 
team has come just shy of 
placing in the top three, 
with fourth place wins in 
each. 

This time around, how-
ever, the cheer team is 
confident that they will suc-
ceed in being one of the top 
three contenders, if not the 
top one, many said. Most 
cheerleaders believe that 
they deserve it, and feel as 
if this has been the hardest 
they’ve ever worked toward 
winning. 

“We want to win nationals 
this year because we have 
many seniors that have 
worked hard for four years 
to be the first Spring Valley 
cheer team to have what it 
takes to win, and we know 
we have what it takes,” said 
Varsity Cheer Captain Tyra 
McGlothen.

The nationals competition 
is where teams from all 
over the country compete, 
similar to post-season com-
petition in sports. Judges 
typically look at formation, 
stunting, cheers and show-
manship when judging the 
teams.

“I think our potential this 
year is higher than it’s ever 
been throughout the years,” 
said Varsity Cheer Captain 
Shawn Serrano. “Our skill 
level is a lot higher and I 
believe this is the year for 
us.”

Despite being confident in 

a medal this year, the team 
agrees that they should 
work on their conditioning 
as everything comes down 
to their energy level.

“We are great at stunting, 

but we should work on con-
ditioning more,” said Tyra 
McGlothen.

“Each year the strength 
of the team changes. 
This year the team has a 

deeper desire to succeed. 
They know what they want 
and what their goals are 
and they push themselves 
everyday to achieve them,” 
said Coach Karime Zamora.

The cheerleading team is 
focused and determined to 
win nationals this year. 

In addition to being 
competitive, the team also 
has a big influence on the 

school because they cheer 
at games, and other school 
events to keep SVHS stu-
dents hyped up and full of 
school spirit. Nationals take 
place from March 18 to 21.
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Cheer squad invited to national competition

Meyer teaches wrestlers to go big
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By Donovan Souder

Having a coach that 
pushes athletes to their 
limits without making them 
heated in matches is some-
thing athletes pray for. 
Instructions blaring across 
the ring in his signature 
New York accent is just 
one of many ways Meyer 
inspires his wrestlers to 
win. 

Varsity Wrestling Coach 
Fred Meyer is one of the 
most successful coaches 
in Spring Valley history, 
with the gym standing as a 
shrine to the team’s many 
winning seasons. 

Since the school opened, 
the team has earned 7 
banners: 6 undefeated divi-
sion championships and 1 
Nevada state runner-up. The 
banners prove what players, 
coaches, and parents have 
said all along: Meyer has 
taught them much as both a 
coach and an individual.

“Ever since Coach Meyer 
began coaching he has 
always taught his players to 
win,” said varsity wrestler 
Jesse Diaz.  “Winning is 
his mindset, nothing more, 
nothing less than winning.” 

And it seems what Coach 
Meyer preaches to his 
team has been working. 
The wrestling team has 
more titles than any other 
sport at Spring Valley, and 
has earned the respect 
of rivals, division I and IA 

opponents, and even some 
out of state teams. 

“Why do you think kids 
play sports?” Coach Meyer 
asked, reflecting on his 
experience coaching the 
team. “They play sports for 
two reasons: one is for fun 
and the other is to win. Los-
ing is not fun, so it’s hard 
to have fun when you’re 
losing. So you are playing 
to win.”

For Meyer, winning isn’t 
only about strength; it’s 
about the right mindset as 
well. 

“Wrestling is hard. That’s 
why only the elite athletes 
can do it,” said Meyer. “Not 
just the strong ones, but 
the athletes with the most 
mental and physical tough-
ness.”

Meyer is known for his 
harsh conditioning in prac-
tices and direct approach 
to building tough athletes 
and tough minds. 

“Coach Meyer is gnarly, 
right to the point and he 
makes sure we know what 
is expected of us,” said 
Varsity Wrestler Scott Diaz. 
“When we joke around, he 
reminds us of the task at 
hand and we do what we 
have to do.” 

The Spring Valley 
wrestling team is a direct 
reflection of Meyer and his 
winning mindset. 

“Coach Meyer and his 
winning shows how much he 
works and the effort he puts 

in,” said Athletic Director 
Coach Billy Hemberger. “As 
a coach it makes me and 
other coaches want to hang 
as many banners as him.” 

In their most recent 
competition the varsity 

wrestling team took sixth 
and state and had four 
players place.  Tyler Nishi-
Rivera, Taevian Jacobs 
and Marlon DeCoud all 
took second place in their 
respective weight classes. 

By Rayann Dubel

Last year, the varsity soft-
ball team came just a few 
games shy of winning the 
state championship, mak-
ing it to playoffs against 
Faith Lutheran. After 4 
extra innings (adding up 
to 11 total) against one of 
their biggest competitors, 
the girls lost 2-1. Despite 
their loss, the team had 
an overwhelming sense of 
confidence in their ability 
to dominate state next year 
and bring home the team’s 
first state championship.

“I hope they come out 
with the same intensity as 
we finished the season last 
year, we have some unfin-
ished business to take care 
of,” said Varsity Coach 
Caroline Fernandez.

Last year’s varsity players 
Madison Hood, Michaela 
Hood, Vivian Montano, 
and Maddie Grove have all 
committed to returning for 
the 2016 season and were 
considered last season’s 
star players. With a 1.06 
earned running average 
(ERA), 13 total wins, 
and 126 innings pitched 
Michaela Hood said she 
couldn’t imagine not return-
ing for her final season at 
Spring Valley, especially to 
finish up what they started 

last year.
 “This seasons goals are: 

to go farther than any other 
softball program at Spring 
Valley and to end our sea-
son with a win,” Fernandez 
said.

Maddison Hood, a 
sophomore, also plans on 
returning after a successful 
first year on the team. Hood 
began playing at Spring 
Valley her freshman year 
in the 2014-2015 season, 
as the only freshman on 
the team. By the end of the 
season, she was batting 
first in the lineup, with an 
average of .500, one of the 
best on the team. 

“I continue playing at 
Spring Valley because 
the team is a family,” said 
Hood “I love playing for the 
school, and I want a four 
year varsity letter.”

Hood’s sister, Micheala, 
a senior, has been playing 
since she was seven years 
old. 

While the youngest 
Hood sister ranks 25 in 
Nevada for her batting av-
erage and plans on going 
to college with a softball 
scholarship, Michaela 
already has a “full-ride” 
scholarship to play softball 
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Coach Meyers showing his enthusiasm at Spring Valley’s 
wrestling match.
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The Spring Valley cheer team performs at the regional tournament before qualifying  for nationals. The team has been to nationals for the past six years and 
hopes to place in the top three this year, for the first time in school history.

SOFTBALL

Softball poised for 
competitive season

See SOFTBALL Page 4
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By Donovan Souder

The women’s basketball 
program has yet another 
award to celebrate this 
season: Regional Coach 
of the Year. Women’s 
Varsity Basketball Coach 
William Hemberger was 
awarded the Regional 
Coach of the Year at the 
end of February.

To win this award, Hem-
berger first won the Sunset 
Conference Coach of the 
Year, which is voted upon 
by the other coaches in 
the division. Chaparral’s 
women’s coach won 
the Sunrise Conference 
Coach of the Year. The 
winning regional coach 
is decided by who goes 
further in playoffs. With 
Spring Valley defeating 
Western, and Chaparral 
losing to Faith Lutheran, 
Coach Hemberger was 
honored with the award.

“Like anyone you want 
to be appreciated with 
the hard work you put 
in,” said Hemberger. “It’s 
obvious that the coaches 
respect me as I do them. 
I gained that respect 
after last year’s team took 
state.” 

But with that apprecia-
tion, Hemberger recog-
nized the team’s hard 
work and credits them 
for helping him in his 
achievements. 

“When we look good he 
looks good, when he looks 
good we look good, said 
Senior Varsity basketball 
player Shanteriel Thomp-
son. “It’s good knowing 
someone has our back 
when we have theirs.”

Players on the team 
consider Hemberger 
hardworking and are 
quick to acknowledge 
the unlimited time and 
energy he dedicates to 
making sure the team is 
successful. 

“It’s a direct reflection 
of how hard he works, 
he eat, sleeps, and 
drinks basketball,” said 
Hemberger’s wife and 
biggest supporter, Tiffany 
Hemberger. “He should 
have won the award last 
year but it made him work 
harder to win this year.” 

Hemberger began 
coaching the Grizzlies 
for the 2013-14 season 
and ended with a 1-24-1 
record. Despite a rough 
start, Hemberger turned 
his team into a group of 
champions with year-
round preparation and a 
few fresh faces.

This season, the Grizzlies 
went 29-4, won the Division 
IA regional championship 
and were undefeated in 
league play. The team 
went on to compete in the 
state championship where 
they defeated Churchill 
County 64-52. The Griz-
zlies then went on to play 
Faith Lutheran, where they 
suffered a devastating 50-
47 loss.

Hemberger 
takes home 
DIA regional 
coach award

BASKETBALL

By Scott Diaz

New hopes and high 
expectations are driving 
the varsity baseball team, 
whose season kicks off 
this week against Silverado 
High School. With a fresh 
record on the slate, the 
team hopes to make history 
for the program this year.

 Last season the Griz-
zlies accomplished many 
things, including their 
eighth consecutive year 
in playoffs and a win over 
Faith Lutheran which upset 
an 8-game winning streak.

“Our previous season 
went very well,” said Head 
Coach Paul Bassett. “We 
ended up one win away 
from making the state tour-
nament for the first time in 
school history.”

Last year the Grizzlies 
made it to the semi-finals 
of the regional playoffs and 
lost to Boulder City High 
School.

 The Grizzlies ended their 
season with a record of 
19-14 and a league record 
of 12-2. The team was one 
game shy of making the 
state tournament. Even 
though the Grizzlies had 
an exceptional season last 

year, Basset said there is 
room for improvements both 
in their hitting and fielding. 

“Our upcoming season 
is looking very positive and 
we are prepared for a lot of 
success,” said Pitcher and 
Infielder Bryce Bullock.

Outside of the season, 

the Grizzlies have been 
practicing in an “organized 
environment with “hard 
working student athletes 
bettering their game,” said 
Bassett

“Our team goal is to win a 
state championship,” said 
Nick Rupp star pitcher and 

outfielder.
Coach Basset also stated 

that the returning players 
are key factors, and will 
play a crucial part in their 
upcoming season.

“Our practices are filled 
with hard work and people 
trying to get better and 

everything is taken serious,” 
said Rupp.

With a roster full of return-
ing and mature players 
coupled with their success 
from last year, the Grizzlies 
are ready to achieve great-
ness this season and make 
it to the state tournament.

Baseball shoots to compete in state championship
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Members of the varisty baseball team pose for a picture at the Grizzly Grounds. The team was one game shy of the state 
championship last year and hopes to go all the way this season.

By Garrison Gavin

After yet another successful season, Spring Valley’s wrestling team 
will hang its seventh Undefeated Sunset Division Champion banner 
in the school’s gym, and can celebrate four wrestlers who placed in 
the state tournament. The team placed sixth overall in the February 20 
event, and brought home individual awards for Andres Garcia (3rd), 
Tyler Nishi-Rivera (2nd) Taevian Jacobs (2nd) and Marlon DeCoud 
(4th). Seven wrestlers from Spring Valley competed in the state tour-
nament, which was held in Primm this year.

“As far as wrestling goes, as long as my body is able to withstand 
the physical beating, I will keep wrestling, said varsity wrestler Tyler 
Nishi-Rivera of his passion for the sport.

The team and individual wins continue to prove that wrestling 
remains a perennial power at Spring Valley and within the district. 
With a final regular season record of 28-2 they have proved to other 
schools that they can compete and win against the best, both in their 
division and above.

“We are trying to win a championship every year,” said Varsity 
Wrestling Coach Fred Meyer.

Spring Valley students and staff are confident in their high expecta-
tions for the wrestling team to bring home banner after banner each 
year.  

“We had a great season this year, we won four straight tournaments 
in a row and took the division title,” said varsity wrestler Scott Diaz.

Currently, 6 banners hang in the school gym – 6 embroidered with 
the undefeated title, and one on its way. One state runner up banner 
in division 1 also adorns the walls. 

“You look at those walls and you see wrestling, wrestling, wrestling 
so you should be proud of it if you have pride at Spring Valley, it 
takes a lot of work to put banners up,” said Athletic Director Billy 
Hemberger.

Coach Meyer has set a standard for other sports by competing 
against tougher opponents. The team often competes against Divi-
sion 1 schools in an effort to show they are not defined by the team’s 
Division IA status.

“My team is a lot better then D1A, that is why we compete in D1,” 
said Coach Meyer.

The team proved this by beating Green Valley High School, who is 
the D1 state champion. Coach Meyer knew that they could compete 
with top ranked teams, so he made sure to prove it. Not only did they 
battle the number 1 team in Nevada, they took the win and earned 
their respect as a D1 level wrestling team.

“Beating both team state champs Green Valley (DI) and Pahrump 
Valley (DIA) this season really gave us more confidence as a team and 
thats what really kept us winning,”  said varsity wrestler Jesse Diaz. 

Perennial power places in state tourney
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The varsity wrestling team poses for a picture, ready to hang another banner in the gym. The team took sixth in the state tournament 
and had four players place in the top four.


